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Student vanishes
'It's as if he disappeared off the face of the planet'
MIKE BROWN
NEWS EDITOR
Friends and family of first-year
mathematics and computer sci-
ence student Mykola Vlasov, better
known as Nick, breathed a collec-
tive sigh of relief yesterday after-
noon, when Niagara Regional Po-
lice dive teams searching the Grand
River came up empty-handed in
their search for clues to the where-
abouts of the Laurier teen, who has
now been missing for over a week.
Vlasov, a 19-year-old resident
ofLittle House B, went missing af-
ter an 11:00 pm floor meeting last
Monday, March 5. Police were con-
tacted around 4:20 am on Wednes-
day, March 7 after Vlasov's parents
and roommate began to seriously
worry about him.
Then, with the discovery of
a backpack along the banks of
the Grand River last Thursday,
the police began to focus their
Contributed Photo
Women crowned with OUA gold
With the fourth provincial title in a row, Lady Hawks hockey qualifies for trip to Nationals in Ottawa
DAN POLISCHUK
SPORTS EDITOR
If Laurier's women's hockey team
had planned to prove that they are
indeed the best team in Canada, no
place would be more appropriate to
do so than in our nation's capital.
It is due to yet another provin-
cial gold medal performance this
past weekend in London that the
Hawks will hop onto a bus today for
Ottawa.
Two weeks since their last game
action, Laurier was pitted against
the Guelph Gryphons in the open-
ing semi-final on Saturday.
Needless to say, the rust showed
a little bit - even more so with the
relentless Gryphon forechecking.
As such, the Hawks needed to
finish off a tense game with an
overtime tally by captain Laurissa
Kenworthy.
Crashing the net hard, Kenwor-
thy collided with Guelph goalten-
der Aleisha Lusk.
With both players sprawled in
the crease, on-ice officials ruled the
puck had crossed the line before
the net came off
its moorings.
Post-game,Lau-
rier Head Coach
Rick Osborne ad-
mitted feeling quite a bit of relief
with pulling out the 'W!
"We weren't the smartest I've
seen us play, however the energy
was ok," said Osborne. "It just
wasn't getting from the words ...
to the brain today for some reason,
and it was awfully frustrating. It's
not going to happen tomorrow, I
MEN'S HOCKEY LOSE TO
UQTR IN OUA HOME GAME
FINAL - PAGE 9
can guarantee you that."
Guelph bench boss Chuck Wight,
on the other hand, was forced to
lift his team's spirits after losing
a game they could have very well
won, expressing some frustration
in theprocess.
"The game should still be going
right now; the puck
is yet to cross the
line," said the flum-
moxed coach.
In respect to his
team's performance, Wight told his
players to "keep theirhead high."
"We played our best game when
it counted the most," commented
Wight.
And in the end, that's exacdy
what the Hawks would do in the
final match-up against the Queen's
Golden Gaels.
Starting off the same way they did
offensively against Guelph - with a
goal from Andrea Ironside - the
Hawks worked harder to keep the
ball rolling, eventually ending the
period with a 3-0 lead with goals
added by Lauren Meschino and
Andrea Bevan.
Laurier goalie Morgan Wielgosz,
who contributed her usual stellar
performance throughout the week-
end, saw her shutout broken by
the Gaels' Victoria Kaufmann on a
power play.
The Hawks would get yet another
tally from Bevan though - who re-
covered nicely with her final per-
formance, having coughed up the
puck that led to Guelph's tying goal
the previous afternoon.
Mike Whitehouse - Laurier Athletics
ONE-FINGER SALUTE - Laurier's hockey team proved why they're number one in the province this past weekend at the OUA championships.
Perfect
balance
Canadian Music Week
showcases the nation's
talented music industry
JOE TURCOTTE
A&E EDITOR
One would think that after 25 years,
the love affair would be starting to
wear off. However, when it comes
to the city of Toronto and the an-
nual Canadian Music Week Festi-
val, it seems as though theromance
is just starting to heat up. For four
days last week our nation's larg-
est city was brimming with excite-
ment, as over 500 bands descended
on Ontario's capital and took con-
trol of over 35 of its most notorious
live music venues.
Places like the Docks, the Phoe-
nix, Hard Rock Live and even the
Bovine Sex Club played host to a
contingent of bands from nations
across the world, helping to give
a renewed sense of energy to the
streets of the city and adding a mu-
sical touch to Toronto's internation-
al flair. Lending to the atmosphere
of CMW is the fact that every type
Joe Turcotte
PUNK TART - Die Mannequin's
Care Failure performs at CMW.
SEE NICK, PAGE 3
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dog out ofan airplane."
- News editor Tony Ferguson on howIn the "Littlest Hobo"
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CONTRIBUTORS
Mark Adamson Mark D. Hopkins Steve Niles
Sarah Bradfield Ashley Jang Vivek Sarma
Laura Carlson Heather MacDonaid Parry Sohi
Mary Erskinc Kelly Moore Riley Taylor
Chelsea Gasko Dan Morgenson Jeremy Tremblay
Waleed Hafeez JamieNeugebauer
WLUSP STAFF
Production Assistants Janet Linseman
Copy Editing Manager Cajtlin Henderson
Copy Editors Ariel Kroon
I .aura Henderson
Soraya Klemenz
Meredith Barrett
Tanith Perry-Mills
Marissa Neufeld
Ayantika Mukherjee
Photo Manager Sydney Helland
Online Production Manager Kathy Matte
ITManager Graham Wyatt
Distribution Manager Lauren Bums
Cord Interns David Goldberg
Purchase
WLUSP ADMINISTRATION
President Fraser McCracken
VP: Advertising Angela Foster
VP: Brantford Paige Desmpnd
Chair of the Board Keren Gottfried
Vice Chair Arthur Wong
Board of Directors Rafiq Andani
Penny Shearer
ADVERTISING
All advertising inquiries should be directed to
VP: Advertising Angela Foster at
884-0710, ext. 3560 or angela@wlusp.com
COLOPHON
TheCord Weekly is the official studentnewspaper of
the Wilfrid Laurier University community.
Started in 1926 as the College Cord, The Cord Weekly is an
editorially independent newspaper published by Wilfrid
Laurier University Student Publications, Waterloo, a
corporation without share capital. WLUSP is governed by its
board of directors.
'
wluTrre
sJjs22J[f>ufoticjlions;
Opinions expressed within The Cord are those of theauthor and
do not necessarily reflect those of theEditorialBoard, The Cord,
WLUSP, WLU or Can Web Printing Inc.
All content appearing in The Cord bears the copyright expressly
of their creator(s) and may not be used without written
consent.
The Cord is created using Macintosh computers running
OS X.2 using Adobe Creative Suite 2 (InDesign, Photoshop,
Acrobat, Distiller and Illustrator) and Quark Xpress 6.1. Canon
Rebel XT 8.0 megapixel digital cameras are used for principal
photography.
The Cord Weekly is a proud member of the
Ontario Press Council since 2006. P(j
Any unsatisfied complaints can be sent lipMlipiM||Bl
to the Council at info@ontpress.com.
The Cord's circulation fora normal Wednesday issue is 7,000
copies and enjoys a readership of over 10,000.
Cord subscription rates are $20.00 per term foraddresses within
Canada.
The Cord Weekly is a proud member 88&
of the CanadianUniversity Press (CUP),
since 2004.
Campus Plus is The Cord's national advertising agency.
Preamble to The Cord Constitution
The Cord willkeep faith with its readers by presenting news and
expressions of opinions comprehensively, accurately and fairly.
The Cord believes ina balancedand impartial presentation ofall
relevant facts ina news report, and of all substantial opinions in
a matter ofcontroversy.
The staff of The Cord shall uphold all commonly held ethical
conventions of journalism. When an error of omission or of
commission has occurred, that error shall be acknowledged
prompdy.
When statements are made that are critical ofan individual, or
an organization, weshall give those affected the opportunity to
reply at the earliest time possible.
Ethical journalism requires impartiality, and consequently
conflicts of interest and the appearance of conflicts of interest
willbe avoided by all staff.
The only limits ofany newspaper are those of the world around
it, and so The Cord will attempt tocover its world with a special
focus on Wilfrid Laurier University, and the community of
Kitchener-Waterloo, and with a special ear to the concerns
of the students of Wilfrid Laurier University. Ultimately, The
Cord will be bound by neither philosophy, nor geography in
its mandate.
The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom of the press and
freedom of speech. This obligation is best fulfilledwhen debate
and dissentare encouraged, both in the internal workings of the
paper, and through The Cord's contact with the student body.
The Cord will always attempt to do what is right, with fear of
neither repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose of the
student press is to act as an agent of social awareness, and so
shallconduct the affairs of our newspaper.
News
Five directors fill gap
The second round of elections has ushered in
new directors to join the BOD
WLUSU Election Results
STEVE NILES
STAFF WRITER
The 2007-2008 WLUSU election
season wrapped up Thursday
with the election of five candi-
dates to the Board ofDirectors.
The candidate with the most
votes was Heather Blair, a third-
year political science and busi-
ness French student, who re-
ceived 572. She was surprised
at the results of the election and
never thought she tvould be the
top candidate.
"Obviously I'm happy, but I'm
shocked ... if I did win, I didn't
think I'd get the most votes," she
said.
Blair said that her inexperience
will benefit her in her role.
"I've never been involved in
[WLUSU] before, but I can pro-
vide a fresh perspective to the
board," she said.
Blair added that she hopes to
pursue her platform goal of in-
vestigating the mandatory bus
pass for students and hopes to in-
corporate more first-years in the
student union.
The four other candidates
elected, who will join the ten di-
rectors acclaimed in February,
were Greg Sacks, Colin LeFevre,
Jocelyn Buder and Samantha
Henderson, who won the Brant-
ford campus vote in a landslide,
getting 165 of her 407 votes from
the satellite campus which she
attends. LeFevre was second
among Brantford voters with 93.
It's an exciting opportunity for
the second-highest vote-getter.
"After spending four years here
as a student, it's nice to be able to
be given the opportunity to give
something back to the student
community," said Sacks, who fin-
ished four votes shy of Blair with
568.
"I had hoped that students
would respond well to my cam-
paign, but I never expected results
like this. I'm genuinely thrilled."
Adam Whitehead and Anthony
Massi were also elected as Brant-
ford Campus Council members.
Concerns regarding quorum
marred election day as it became
apparent it would be difficult to
attract enough voters. The polls
were forced to remain open an
hour longer than expected to
ensure the minimum amount
of required votes had been
reached. In the end, 1387 votes
were cast, about 35 more than the
minimum.
That didn't stop Kenneth
Matheson, who had to withdraw
from the election after being
hired as Radio Laurier Coordina-
tor, from garnering 75 votes for
a position he was ineligible to
hold.
Vote counting began at 10 pm,
over two hoursafter the polls were
originally supposed to close. The
results were further delayed due
to a vote-counting discrepancy.
Chief Returning Officer losh Peri-
ard said that a manual re-count
was necessary after it became
clear it would be a close election.
Shortly after 1 am, the results
were given to the candidates in
an empty Turret.
Few supporters came out to
hear the results, a far cry from the
boisterous crowd that welcomed
results in February for the Presi-
dential election.
The referendum question,
which proposed the removal of
voting powers of the President
and VP: University Affairs, passed
easily, 853-240.
The directors-elect met for the
first time on Friday as a whole
body and chose to re-elect Matt
Park as board chair.
The board also chose to adopt
the policy governance guideline
stating that the position of vice-
chair will be abolished.
Sydney Helland
CHEERS! - Greg Sacks and Colin LeFevre celebrate their election win.
Fighting silence with silence
Oath of Silence Day occurs today; students
speak for those who can't speak for themselves
LAURA CARLSON
STAFF WRITER
As we walk around campus chat-
ting with friends and reminiscing
about weekend escapades, we
rarely see a need to restrict our-
selves and the words we utter for
fear of how others will respond. In
a community as visually homoge-
neous as Laurier, it's easy to forget
that not everyone has the privilege
of freedom of expression.
But this year, four passionate
individuals have taken the initia-
tive to make it a litdeharder for the
Laurier communityto ignore iden-
tity oppression. Today, Oath of Si-
lence Day Coordinators Amanda
Deschenes, Tiffany Naven, Maeve
Strathy and Nat Salter will join
various individuals from WLU to
speak to this silence by giving up
their voices.
Oath of Silence Day's aim is to
"advocate for, create awareness
about and give a voice to those who
cannot speak for themselves," ac-
cording to promotional literature.
Although the original campaign,
which began in the United States,
was aimed at individuals who are
silenced because of sexual orien-
tation, gender identity and gender
oppression, Laurier has taken a
new spin on the day.
"The thing I like particularly
about how we organized the cam-
paign is [that] we didn'tkeep it just
to silence within the LTBQ com-
munity," explains Strathy. "We've
been able to find the similarities
within everyone instead of the
differences."
Having all, at some point, felt
personally robbed of their voices,
the coordinators aim to share the
voices they gained since becoming
volunteers at The Rainbow Centre.
Nat Salter explains that her ex-
perience at the Centre has really
allowed her to understand how
much people have to say when the
comfort level is there. "There really
is silence and you don't see it until
you hear people speak," she says.
As the senior program coordina-
tor at the Rainbow Centre, Tiffany
Naven has also come across vari-
ous individuals who don't feel that
they have a voice within the spaces
ofLaurier.
"Personally, I will speak towards
individuals such as myself who
do not fit within the gender sys-
tem that has been afforded to us,"
explains Naven. As a transgender
person, Naven will be showing
support for the trans community
who she feels aren't afforded a vis-
ible presence at WLU.
Amanda Deschenes, the Cen-
tre's social and events coordinator,
aims to "give a voice to those who
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investigation.
"Based on some of the infor-
mation we have, we did locate a
knapsack with a number of items
ofclothing that we believe belongs
to Mykola," said Larkin. "Based on
some other investigative informa-
tion, we'vereally concentrated our
search near the Grand River and
particularly beneath the bridge
and the Lancaster Street area."
Police conducted an extensive
search of the area - located about
four kilometres from Laurier's Wa-
terloocampus, near the Dollhouse
- over the weekend, employing ca-
nineunits from both Waterloo and
Guelph, before calling in the dive
team yesterday, to no avail.
"They did not actually advance
our investigation or locate any-
thing as such," said Larkin, add-
ing that the investigation has also
looked at public transit, includ-
ing taxis, and video from different
locations.
And so, Vlasov's disappearance
continues to be shrouded in mys-
tery. According to friends, Nick
was his usual self at a 9:00 pm in-
tramuralsoccer gamelast Monday
night, returned to Little House for
a shower and a floor meeting, and
has been missing ever since. Ka-
trina Vlasova, 21, says anything
beyond that is speculation.
"He never goes out by himself
- that's why this is very strange,"
she explained by phone yesterday.
"If he goes at night, he goes with
someone."
"Nothing is normal behaviour at
this point, so I can't make any pre-
dictions or guesses where he is,"
she added.
Katrina hasn't seen her younger
brother since the end of Reading
Week, though he spoke fondly of
his first year at WLU. Along with
her parents, she's made the trip
from their Mississauga home to
Waterloo most days over the past
week to search for her brother.
Nima Zabipour, a high school
friend of Nick's who now attends
Laurier's Brantford campus, joined
the family's search efforts over the
weekend, checking Greyhound
stations, VIA Rail stations, home-
less shelters and even stopping by
the river themselves.
"We basically turned over every
rock in Waterloo," said Zabipour.
He feels that the school could
be doing more to assist, though.
"From what I know so far, they're
doing their utmost best to do noth-
ing," said Zabipour.
Dean of Students David Mc-
Murray explained the position of
the university. "We've basically
stepped back and allowed the
investigation to go on," said Mc-
Murray. "That's basically what we
have done in the past. If there's
any more information that we can
provide, we would provide it im-
mediately, to the family or police
through security."
"It's all very vague and ambigu-
ous right now," he added.
That seems to be something ev-
eryone can agree with.A search of
Vlasov's room gives no indication
that this was a planned disap-
pearance, as he didn't take extra
clothes, according to his sister,
Katrina.
Zabipour could think of no one
who would have issues with Vla-
sov, and finds it hard to believe
his friend was abducted. "You'd
think that, if for some reason he
got abducted, some people would
see something, you know? It's near
University and King, and that's a
pretty busy area.
"So far, basically, from what
we've gathered, it seems as if that
ever since Nick left his room, it's as
if he disappeared off the face of the
planet. Someone has to have seen
something - even if he got into a
car or he got into a taxi. How can
no one have seen anything?"
Police do not believe foul play
was an issue and will resume their
investigation in the morning, eval-
uating the direction of the investi-
gation from day to day.
"We're optimistic," said Larkin.
"Our goal is to bring a sense of
resolution to the family. Naturally,
it's very traumaticwhen someone
goes missing."
"Our goal is to find Mykola and
ensure his well-being," he added.
Despite reports in the media
that Vlasov stands 5'7" his friends
and family say he was more like
5'10" or 5'11"
He has dark brown hair, brown
eyes and weighs about 150 pounds.
Anyone who has any information
or who may have seen him in the
last week is urged to contact Wa-
terloo Regional Police.
Contributed Photo
HAVE YOU SEEN THIS MAN? - Nick Vlasov, missing since March 5.
VOCAL CORD
Why do you think so many
students are applying to
teachers' college?
"Probably because most people don't
know what to do with their lives."
- Dan Joseph
Second-year History
"I applied and I spent $1000 on eight
schools with no guarantee. I think it's
because of the double cohort.."
- Felicia Marshall
Fourth-year English/Religion
"I'm going for it, I've always wanted to
be a teacher. I think a lot of us want to
study abroad."
- Chris Lee
First-year English
"I am because if I'm not successful in
the job I want, it's something to fall
back on."
-Allie Funk
Third-year Sociology
"I think because there is a need for
teachers right now."
- Anil Mehta
Fifth-year Business/Computer
Science
Compiledby Kelly Moore, photos by
Riley Taylor
Teachers' college swamped
The Faculty of Education has nearly double the
number of applicants it was originally expecting
ASHLEY JANG
STAFF WRITER
Schools across the province are
seeing multitudes of teachers'
college applicants, and Laurier's
new Faculty of Education is no
exception.
The Faculty of Education, which
begins its first year in August, has
received approximately 2700 ap-
plications for the mere 70 spots
available.
"I'm just totally amazed at how
many applicants we got; I thought
we would only get halfof what we
got," said Lynne Hannay, interim
dean for the new faculty.
Approximately 500 of the total
applications listed Laurier as their
first choice.
With such a high applicant-to-
acceptance ratio, Laurier is among
the most competitive education
programs in the province. "It's
partiy because it's such a small
program," said Sue Horton, VP:
Academic.
Hannay feels that the new fac-
ulty is so popular because it met
with a big demand. "I think there's
just been a real need for a faculty
ofeducation here inWaterloo," she
said.
There are many applicants that
live locally. "There are a lot of ma-
ture people who can't travel to
another city and some have been
waiting for this program to come
along," said Horton.
Laurier also offers something
that other faculties do not - a pro-
fessional development model. This
model is based on partnerships
with 15 schools within four school
boards in the area. Each student in
the program will work in a school,
with five students per school.
This closely integrated program
will allow students to work closely
with the schools and get a hands-
on experience. "The students will
work in the same schools from the
end of August until the third week
ofMay so they're really goingto get
to know the schools and they're re-
ally going to get a chance to learn
how to teach," said Hannay.
"We have selected the schools
and that was a huge competition
as well," said Hannay. While nu-
merous schools applied to be part
of the program, only 15 schools
were selected.
Teachers' colleges across On-
tario are seeing an excess of appli-
cants as well. According to an arti-
cle in the Toronto Star on Monday,
"across the province more than
16,000 candidates have applied to
teachers' colleges for spots begin-
ning this fall, an increase of 113
percent over the past decade."
The University of Ontario Insti-
tute of Technology in Oshawa re-
ceived a record 1602 applications
this year for 300 spots, meaning
that just under 19 percent of ap-
plicants will be accepted. "We had
1000 more applications than OIT
for one-thirdof the positions," said
Hannay, as a grounds of compari-
son. Only about 2.5 percent ofLau-
rier's applicants willbe accepted.
The large number of students
going to teachers' college has cre-
ated a surplus of teachers, making
it difficult for manyto find jobs.
According to a news release
from The Ontario College ofTeach-
ers, "only 25 percent of the non-
French, primary-junior teachers
outside the Greater Toronto Area
found full-time jobs by the end of
their first year teaching."
The competitiveness in applying
to teachers' college has meant that
students are applying to more pro-
grams. "The average undergradu-
ate applying to schools would put
in three [applications] because
that's what you get for the appli-
cation cost, but for education you
probably have to put in five or six
just because it's so competitive,"
saidHorton.
Laurier's faculty of education
will send out acceptances on April
2, based on the scores applicants
received for their marks, experi-
ence profile and interview.
See PAGE 20 for editorial reaction to this story
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Backpack maybe only link to missing student
Little House resident Nick Vlasov has been missing since last Monday; friends and family baffled
FROM NICK, COVER
Laurier goes global for the weekend
Laurier hosted a Global Citizenship Conference this
past weekend to discuss world issues
MARK ADAMSON
STAFF WRITER
WLU held its first Global Citizen-
ship Conference (GCC) this past
weekend. The conference brought
academics together to discuss the
global community and increase
awareness about issues affecting
the world at large.
The well-attended event attract-
ed 250 delegates to the weekend-
long conference, and they were
joined by 55 contributors and 40
volunteers. The turnout for Stephen
Lewis' keynote address was high at
1,500 people on Friday night in the
Athletic Complex.
There were 15 booths set up by
non-government organizations in
the science building atrium where
delegates could interact and net-
work with a wide array of globally
focused organizations.
The weekend's 24 workshops
and nine panel discussions focused
on a vast array ofissues such as en-
vironmental change, economics,
gender issues and global politics.
One of the key features of the con-
ference was its interdisciplinary
focus, which enabled delegates to
approach global issues from a mul-
titudeof different perspectives.
"We had all kinds of backgrounds
in the workshops, and I think that's
really what defines GCC, because
everybody was able to break of
the mould of their academic disci-
pline," said GCC executive Humera
Javed.
"One of the strengths of Laurier
is that it is small enough that you
can make those connections across
the disciplines both as faculties and
as students, and I think the week-
end really demonstrated that," said
Dr. Leonard Friesen, chair ofglobal
studies at WLU.
"It was a great networking oppor-
tunity. I spoke to heads of depart-
ments at this conference, I spoke
to professors I wouldn't have met
otherwise, since they're outside
my faculty," said GCC exec Silas
Yamey. "Over the whole weekend
there was this sense of community
that was strengthened at Laurier,
and that was a benefit that inspired
me."
The conference also featured
a banquet and Saturday evening
entertainment, including a fash-
ion show and concert with a world
stage feel.
This conference is the third of its
kind in Ontario. McMaster has pre-
viously hosted two GCC conferenc-
es, while this is the first for Laurier.
Ten Laurier students, inspired by
whatthey'd learned inclass, worked
together to form an executive com-
mittee and plan the event --which
has been in the works since Octo-
ber. It was supported by faculty and
administrationand funded through
school programs and grants, but it
was completely run and organized
by students.
One such student, Luke Stewart,
says that discussion has already
taken place about plans to host
more global citizenship conferenc-
es at WLU in the future.
"It would be a failure on our part
to have this conference and not have
it again, because it is so important.
To lose that momentum that we're
trying to create at this point would
take away from whatwe're trying to
do here," said Stewart.
"It's about ideas, and to keep that
dialogue going, it has to happen
next year, and it has to happen the
year after that."
Organizers were somewhat dis-
appointed and concerned that only
60 percent of those who attended
were students from WLU's Water-
loo campus, noting that up until the
final days ofregistration, the bulkof
the delegates represented Laurier
Brantford, University of Waterloo
and the University of Guelph. The
GCC team would like to see more
interest from Laurier's students re-
garding global issues.
"I think that there are students
who want to get involved, but don't
know how to because there haven't
been events like this, so hopefully
we've started something new and
fresh on campus," saidStewart.
Overall, the organizers con-
sidered the event to be a success,
stimulating lots ofdiscussion about
how to think globally. "It was im-
portant to get across to people that
the future of academic thought
needs to be along the lines ofglobal
citizenship," said GCC exec. Jesse
Freeston.
"As the first year of a multi-year
conference, I think it was a tremen-
dous success," added Friesen.
BAG O'CRIME
Unwanted Person
Reported: 0200 hrs March 7/07
Wilf's manager called request-
ing assistance with an intoxi-
cated male who was refusing
to leave the bar and who also
threatened the manager with
physical harm. Special Con-
stables responded and spoke
to the male who eventually
calmed down and left without
incident. The matter is being
forwarded to the JAC.
Trespassing
Reported: 0957 hrs March 9/07
Special Constables responded
to a call from concerned stu-
dents regarding a non-uni-
versity male hanging around
the concourse. The male was
arrested under the trespass
to property act and released a
short time later.
Property Damage
Reported: 0348 hrs March
10/07
Special Constables responded
to a call two female residence
students who report that some-
time while they were out, un-
known person(s) threw a bottle
of cleaning fluid through their
window causing damage to two
computers that were on the
desk.
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is a good thing
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'Individual results vary. "Offers valid from 08/01/06 until 07/31/07. Valid at participating locations in Canada only. For Cardholder only. Offers may vary, restrictions may apply Usage may be restricted when used inconjunction with any other offer or retailer loyalty card discounts. Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards or certificates. *To qualify, student must present either (i) a T2202a documenting 4 or more months of full-timeattendance at a college or university during 2006 or (ii) a valid high school identification card. Expires July 31, 2007. Valid only at participating H&R Block locations in Canada "NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN.Purchase of H&R Block products or services will not increase chances of winning. Begins 2/1/07 and ends 5/15/07. Open to legal residents of Canada (excluding Quebec residents) who are 13 or older and were full-time studentsfor four or more months during 2006 at a high school, college oruniversity. There will be 1 random draw to award the prize. Skill testing question required for award of prize. See www.rockwithblock ca for Official Rules and howto play without purchase. Odds of winning vary based on participation. Void in Quebec and where prohibited.
can't speak."
"As a woman and as a lesbian
woman, you have that double mi-
nority thrown at you and it gives
you all the more reason to want to
create awareness," says Deschenes.
There were 293 individuals regis-
tered to take the oath of silence by
covering their mouths with a white
bandana. In total there were 400
bandanas distributed and the other
107 students will tie the bandana
around their right bicep as a show
of support.
"Having the actual visual re-
minder of what kind of silence is
actually going on and then at the
end of the day regaining our voice,
it's very symbolic," explains Strathy,
speaking about the significance of
the bandana.
With what they describe as a
completely innovative campaign,
the coordinators all see the poten-
tial for "something big" to follow
from this day. The Rainbow Centre
has already been in contact with
other universities who have shown
interest in joining the campaign
next year.
"I think a very possible goal is
that this can be a wide event across
Canada," Deschenes proclaims.
For the coordinators, today's
event marks the climax in an excit-
ing couple of weeks. "With every
person that signs the participant
list, I just get a little more excited
about how big this could be," says
Deschenes. "Because it's such
a positive thing, it's just super
exciting."
Sydney Helland
SHH! - Tiffany Naven and Amanda Deschenes take the oath.
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"Why get a job?
There's-an allowance
and free laundry
at Chez Folks."
Launch your career today with the
Canadian Securities Course™:
• Qualify for high-paying financial services jobs.
• Complement your degree with applicable skills.
• Learn fast and start earning immediately.
￿dt, '■■Z?'"'""'
Action
News
Hotline
519-581-1769
Bachelor of Primary Education Studies
This degree, from one of Australia's leading universities, is now being offered for the third successive year.
Apply now for the Autumn 200? intake at CSU's Ontario Campus in Burlington. The degree is accredited
by the Ontario College of Teachers and approved by theMinistry of Training, Colleges and Universities.
For online application and further information visit www.chadessturt.ca 0
This program is offered under the written consent of the MWster of Training, Ccfeges and Universities for theperiod 24 December S
2007 to 24 December 2008. Prospective students are responsible for saiislysng tbemsaves that the program and the degree vwl be 2
appropriate to their needs {e.g. acceptable to potential employers, professional licensing bodies or other educational Institutions). jjj
The Adele Slater Award for Writing on World Peace
Faculty ofArts- Department of Global Studies
Thanks to a generous bequest from the estate of Alyce Adelaide
(Adele) Slater, Wilfrid Laurier University has inaugurated an annual
student award, "The Adele Slater Award for Writing on World
Peace".
The purpose of the award is to encourage and recognise serious and
skillfully written student submissions that contribute to research and
reflection on world peace and its promotion.
There are two $500 awards - one for a critical essay, and one for a
shorter piece of prose, poetry, or fictional narrative.
This competition is open to all WLU students, undergraduate and
graduate. The jury will look for original, independent and well
written unpublished work. All submissions must be accompanied by
an official entry form.
Additional information is available online on the Global Studies web
pages under "Scholarships and Awards". All entries must be
submitted to the mailbox labelled, "Adele Slater Award", which is
located beside the door of the Global Studies Office, A524 in the Aird
Building.
The deadline for submission is 4pm, March 23, 2007.
International
War's seduction exhibited
LAURA CARLSON
STAFF WRITER
Canadian artist Allan Harding
MacKay has traveled to Afghani-
stan and back, and from March
14 to April 7 visitors of the Robert
Langen Art Gallery are invited to
experience this journey with him.
The current exhibit entitled 'Dou-
ble Bind' features 12 of MacKay's
multimedia pieces as well as three
video recordings.
In 2002 MacKay was asked by
the military ifhe would like to visit
Afghanistan under a pilot project
sponsored by the Canadian Forces
Artists Program. Due to restricted
circumstances imposed by the mil-
itary, MacKay was only permitted
to spend time within an Afghani
airfield which he describes as be-
ing placed in a "military envelope."
"It was a completely isolating
and circumcised experience," ex-
plains MacKay. During his travels
MacKay was not permitted to meet
any Afghani people nor was he al-
lowed to see the countryside itself.
Upon returning to Canada
MacKay struggled with the concept
of his presence withinAfghanistan
and how he could make his art re-
flect his experience. "I was very
conflicted about what the images
represented, what kind of claim I
could make on them."
The images in MacKay's work
come from four hours of video re-
cordings he shot over the four days
he was in Afghanistan.
To present his experience as a
subjective one, often the still photos
from this footage are placed next to
a picture of his eye. "[l] introduced
as an emblematic image my left eye
which basically symbolizes the no-
tion of the artist as the onlooker or
the observer."
Several of MacKay's pieces also
feature text either written by him-
self or older writers and poets. He
feels that these words give context
to the point of his art reflects.
MacKay's art raises the question
of "seduction" as he explores how
the government and media can se-
duce an entire country into the ac-
ceptance of war.
"I understand somewhat that
sentiment is supporting [the
troops] but maybe we don't sup-
port the policies. But in actual fact,
the troops carry out the policies, so
how do you separate?" he asks.
In a time where there is no con-
scription and no draft MacKay
stresses that those who enter the
military choose to be there. "The
Canadian [military members] have
signed up, they have not been co-
erced into going." For him the Ca-
nadian troops are "the tip of the
sword" which cannot be separated
from the government who decides
where to send them.
This sense of the two-sided na-
ture ofwar is what inspired the title
of the exhibition, 'Double Bind.'
"When Allan and I discussed the
-body of the work the feeling was
that [war is] something that's pull-
ing you in two directions," com-
ments Suzanne Luke, curator of the
Robert Langen Art Gallery.
Aside from describing the art-
work as "simply amazing" Luke
sees great potential for students to
academically benefit from visiting
this particular exhibit. "I think the
students will get a new perspective
on the courses they're studying.
"That's the whole new direction
of the gallery," Luke explains. "To
have exhibition programming that
can link with the academic areas."
To help with this new approach
MacKay will be holding an artists'
lecture March 21 at 12:30 pm at St.
Michael's Campus, room 127.
Alan Harding MacKay
I SPY - Artist Allan Harding MacKay's exhibit displays images of Afghanistan taken from the isolation of a "military envelope." Above is an excerpt of one of MacKay's pieces.
Children jailed
unjustly: UN
Childrens' rights violations also exist in the US
HEATHER MACDONALD
STAFF WRITER
Recently the United Nations re-
leased the top ten stories they felt
the world needed to hear about.
Among those was the very global
controversy of the arbitrary impris-
onment of children in adult jails
and the violence they encounter on
their way.
Article 37 of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the
Child clearly states that everyone
under the age of 18has the right not
to be punished in a cruel or hurtful
way, yet there are numerous exam-
ples worldwide that defy this.
Human Rights Watch (HRW) has
reported various cases in which
violence was used against children
by officials both during and after
arrests. In Russia, one in four youths
are victims ofpolice violence on the
street before the age of 15 and one
third ofall youth awaiting sentenc-
ing face violence during confine-
ment and interrogation periods.
There have been many cases in
Pakistan and Bolivia in which teen
boys have been punished for petty
crime with severe beatings using
sticks, batons and electric cords
that leave them with cuts, bruises
and frequently withbroken bones.
Instances of excessive police vio-
lence have occurred in Guatemala
after a string of police threats, de-
grading treatment towards street
children and oftentimes arbitrary
arrests. In November of 1999, five
youths were shot and left to die in
the middle of the road by officials
in Guatemala City.
This type of violence against
youth also hits North America. In
2000, the United States sentenced
four adolescents under the age of
18 to death.
After all of the conflict these
children encounter with the police
officials before and after the ar-
rest, they are usually then put into
crowded jail cells along withadults.
Here, more abuse (sexual, physical
and emotional) is directed towards
the undeserving youth.
The majority of these children
come from broken homes that have
been struck by poverty. The United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
reports that 80 percent of youth of-
fenders come from families with a
monthly income of less than US $73
and that most of them are school
dropouts. Five percent of inmates
in municipal jails around the world
are children.
UNICEF is currently working
with the government in the Philip-
pines to bring justice to the 50,000
Contributed Photo
VIOLENCE AGAINST YOUTH - Child justice can't be assumed, says UN.
- SEE JUSTICE, PAGE 7
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children that have been placed in
adult jails since 1995 and to avoid
such incarcerations in the future.
Approximately 28 children are ar-
rested each day in the Philippines,
70 percent of whom are detained
for harmless crimes such as sniff-
ing glue, violation of curfew hours,
homelessnessand begging.
The UN has proposed a law that
would raise the age of criminal re-
sponsibility from nine to twelve,
prohibit the detention of children
with adults, redirect cases ofpetty
crimes from courts to diversion
programs and develop a juvenile
delinquency prevention program.
Although at present the UN's
Declaration of the Rights of the
Child, commonly known as the
Declaration ofGeneva, implies the
protection of children at all times,
the UN is still striving to make its
laws clearer so that the inhumane
treatment of childrencan no longer
go unnoticed.
Canada's
military
operations
ALEX HAYTER
FEATURES EDITOR
A half-full BAIOI witnessed a panel
of scholars and political advocates
discuss Canadian military opera-
tions in Afghanistan last Saturday.
Yar Tarasky, president of the Pa-
shtun Research Advocacy and Pol-
icy Centre ofCanada, concentrated
his speech on Afghan history and
the West's warped perception of
the country itself.
"This world is about land and
economy," he explained, justifying
his speech's concentration on po-
liticaland economic problems.
Afghanistan's population is ma-
jorityPashtun, and Tarasky sympa-
thized that the assumption that Af-
ghan Pashtuns are supporters ofthe
Taliban is an easy but an ultimately
false conclusion to make. "Terror-
ism was imported to Afhanistan,"
he concluded. "The Pashtuns were
not terrorists ... the Taliban are not
supported by the Afghan people."
Dr. Geoffrey Hayes of UW's his-
tory department gave his opinion
on the subject, concentrating on
Canada's progressing relationships
with Afghanistan, and the rest of
the world. "Everything I'm going to
say is based on woeful ignorance,"
he expressed apologetically.
"We can understand foreign
policy through a set of tensions,
through a balance of interests," said
Hayes, explaining the balance be-
tween Canada's bilateral relation-
ship withWashington and multilat-
eral relationship with the UN.
"We've put a lot of eggs into the
Afghan basket," Hayes finally re-
marked about Canada's experienc-
es with Afghanistan. "Remember,
this is a state that has already de-
nied two superpowers ofthe age."
lan Heide, former president of
Amnesty International Canada,
focused on the organization's con-
cerns with justice, equality and
freedom for the Afghan people dur-
ing these tumultuous times.
"Last night, Stephan Lewis said
that he has 26 [honourary] degrees,
and I'd just like to say that I have 26
less than that," said Heide jokingly
at the start of his speech.
He explained the poor state of
Afghanistan before Canada arrived,
citing high infant mortality rates
and a high refugee population.
"It was with that background that
we sent afew thousand troops," said
Heide. "We're looking to change the
history of Afghanistan and develop
the country ... It's a completely un-
realistic situation."
Heide also spoke of justice and
human rights issues for prisoners,
criticizing how eight Afghan na-
tionals have died in the custody of
the West and other detainees were
thoughtlessly turned over to the Af-
ghan government.
Concluding, Heide echoed his
fellow speakers, arguing that "the
mission [Canada] set out to achieve
may not be possible in the short
term, orthe long term."
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Come join us for a night of music, dance and fun games! «! earned my undergraduate degree,
Date: Mar 31,2007
nOW I WHnt tO jH
Buses leaving at 5:30. tclCKle the
d™o. tough stuff'
Location: WalperTerrace Hotel, Ist King St. W., Kitchener
Price: $40 -(public) / $35 - (club member of any sponsoring clubs) —m— BMBl| |||j||j|jj|^^
A red carpet event. Meet Heather.
Classic three course meal dinner included. , . .To get the specialized skills and field experience that
T
- , , .. , 112 ~ ~ .c. D .... Af . would get her connected in HR, Heather earned hericket sale on all week from Mar 12- 16th in Science Building Atrium _ ,Postgraduate Certificate in Human Resources from
Sponsors- Humber in only 2 semesters. She now works as an
HR Representative in the Health Care industry.
.
A/
...
dui r\ k IA/inru . t ,ik u, c We think she'll manage just fine.WLU PHI Club WLU Chemistry Club WLU FMA WLU Psychology Society ° '
/ SI r-£V ■ Human Resources, Postgraduate Certificate(51 #
www.wluphi.org/intersci
University of Ottawa
Graduate Studies
with supporting scholarships
It starts
At the University of Ottawa, you will benefit from I
unparalleled funding opportunities. Most graduate students receive
between $14,000 and $17,000 of annual support. Many departments
offer even more!
Graduate Studies Meet and Greet in Toronto!
April 25 from 5 to 7p.m., MoRS Building, 100 College Street, Toronto
o
jiji] Ranked among the top five research-intensive
U-U-l universities in Canada.
x-x . ■ www.grad.uOttawa.ca
U Uttawa 1 877 uOttawa 613 562 5700
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Summer Jobs
COLLEGE PRO PAINTERS is presently
looking for responsible/hardworking
university or college students for:
Part-Time Marketing Positions
(March/April)
Full-Time Painting Positions
(May/August)
Positions available throughout Ontario
No experience required
If interested ca11... -j -888-277-9787
or apply online at
RAI NTERS www.collegepro.com
"I earned my undergraduate degree,
boundaries" ■
Meet Sanjay.
To get the practical knowledge and real world experience
to help him go global, Sanjay earned his Postgraduate
Certificate from Humber in International Marketing in only
2 semesters. He now works as Director of Marketing for a
major Multinational Food Services Management company.
We think he's going places.
International Marketing, Postgraduate Certificate
LSPIRG is Hiring!
Three part-time positions available:
Volunteer Training
Marketing and Events
Volunteer Recruiting and Retention
All jobs are fuil-time from August 27th to
September 7th 2007 and then 12 hours per week
until April 2008
Resume and cover letter due by
®
£
March 22nd, 2007 at noon and are to V £
be emailed to info@lspirg.ca » m
If#Jobs descriptions will be posted at I £
www.lspirg.ca F 112
LSPIRG
Thursday, March 29
GRAD FAIR & FREE BBQ
4pm - 7pm in the Concourse
Get answers to your questions enjoy some food
and register for the party atjlie Turret!
Get answers to:
• Convocation
• Alumni discounts • '
: FAREWELL GRAD PARTY
. Laurier Online 9pm - 2am @ The Turret
Your chance to party and win great prizes!
**Grad priority access until 11pmwith bracelet!
Win these prizes!
. Sl5OO travel voucher
• DVD Player
• Degree Frames
Mi MUCH more!!
EH Manulife Financial imragiMgmß
Sports
Hawks settle for silver
Despite setback to UQTR, Laurier must rebound quickly to prepare for their second straight nationals appearance next weekend
JAMIE NEUGEBAUER
STAFF WRITER
The men's hockey Hawks were
forced to settle for OUA silver as a
result of a 5-3 defeat at the hands
of Les Patriotes d'Universite du
Quebec a Trois-Rivieres (UQTR)
in the gold medal game this past
Saturday.
The opening period was not at all
what Coach Nobes and his Golden
Hawks club had in mind, as the Pa-
triotes - bolstered by two goals from
former Columbus Blue Jacket draft
pick Mathieu Gravel - jumped out
to a 3-0 lead.
"They came out strong and we
just didn't match their intensity,"
said Hawk defenceman Rob Dmy-
truk of the first period.
In the second, Dmytruk an-
swered the coach's call himself
- scoring only 3:48 in, by way of the
man-advantage; again demonstrat-
ing his uncanny ability to get pucks
through from thepoint.
With the momentum all in Lau-
rier's favour, Dmytruk furthered
his status as a machine of offensive
production, notching his second
of the period and fifth of the last
three games. His second marker at
7:02 was also on the power play as
a quick snapshot beat UQTR goalie
Dany Dallaire to the short side.
Matt Maccarone had the best
chance to tie the game but Dallaire
made an unbelievable save, closing
down Maccarone's shot into what
seemed to be an open cage.
Parity was not to be achieved,
however, as with about eight min-
utes remaining in the second Grav-
el chipped the puckpast a pinching
Laurier defenceman and took off
on a 2-on-l advantage with fellow
forward Thiery Poudrier. The latter
made no mistake on finishing off
a fine-saucer pass, one-timing the
puck past a helpless Jeff MacDou-
gald, and making the score 4-2.
The goal seemed to at least mo-
mentarily deflate the Hawks as
UQTR dictated a slow pace for the
majority of the third period.
Finally at 13:31, Laurier cut the
lead to 4-3 on a nice passing play
in the Patriotes' slot. Nick Vergeer,
ever the shifty centre, stick-handled
in the UQTR zone then found snip-
er Chris Di Übaldo, who fired the
puck into the gaping net.
There seemed to be hope for the
Hawks as they put on furious pres-
sure, swarming Dallaire and the
Patriotes' defence. It was just not
meant to be, however, as Jonathan
Boutin sealed the deal with 25 sec-
onds remaining with an empty net
tally.
After the game, Dmytruk was ad-
mittedly upset with the outcome.
"We had a couple of letdowns in
our defensive zone there ... unfor-
tunately they came out strong and
we didn't match their intensityand
thatreally cost us.
"Three goals down after the first
is unacceptable. We controlled the
last 40 [minutes] but it's a 60-min-
ute game and it takes 60 to win," as-
sessed the defender.
Nobes echoed similar sentiments
as well.
"We didn't have a great first peri-
od; we didn't play well without the
puck. In the second and third we
created a lot of chances and...left a
lot of pucks in front of the net that
didn't get buried which is very un-
characteristic ofus.
"We'll take it as a learning expe-
rience and we'll use it to develop
more for Moncton," he said.
Regardless of the result, the
Golden Hawks are national cham-
pionship — bound due to their
two-game sweep of the University
of Waterloo as the two top teams
in the OUA qualify for the tourna-
ment, which will be held in Monc-
ton, New Brunswick next weekend.
Sydney Helland
CHIN UP - Forward Mark Voakes tries to work his way through the solid wall of UQTR defenders during Saturday's gold medal game loss.
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Now Renting for
May & September 2007
University View Student Residence
173 King Street North (at the corner of King and E»a Streets)
COME FOR A TOUR AND FIND OUT g
HOW TO WIN A FREE SCHOLARSHIP j 1 1
Contact Dan by phone, 519.589.4828, y QIIt,OQor email, 173kingstreet@rogers.com LaUlCa
Kenworthy capped her four-point
afternoon with a breakaway goal
late in the third to lock up the 5-1
win.
Seemingly carrying the team
on her back in the final, Kenwor-
thy admitted that she just wanted
to put forth a big contribution - in
this, supposedly, her final year with
the team despite one more year of
eligibility.
"We knew we had to come back
today and refocus.... We were all
ready; we have a common goal,"
she said.
"I really just want to be there for
the team. IfI can be there to support
them or pick them up a little bit,
I'm happy to do that.... "We're re-
ally happy with our gametoday and
looking forward to next weekend."
Understandably so, Osbourne
had just a few words of praise for
his team that must be getting awful-
ly used to winning championships.
"I just kept on sending them out,
sending them out and when we got
up a couple ofgoals... we're a tough
team," he explained.
"[The team] works hard and they
get driven hard and they just thrive
on that."
The Hawks will need to maintain
that sort of composure as they set
to square off against the five best
teams in the country, starting this
Friday. Coming in as the second
seed behind the McGill Martlets,
Laurier find themselves in a pool
withAlberta and Ottawa.
To easily ensure a spot in Sunday
night's final, they will need to notch
wins in both of those meetings.
According to Bevan, the recently
crowned OUA Player of the Year,
the task is clear.
"We just know that we have to do
what we did [at OUAs] at nationals
and we'll be-fine."
Mike Whitehouse - Laurier
ALL SMILES - Andrea Bevan cel-
ebrates one of two goals Sunday.
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Lady Hawks tobe second seed in Ottawa
FROM CHAMPS, COVER
Attention Students!!!
Welcome home to TransGlobe J|P%
Affordable Student Aparments: gitSr
A Varietyof rental units to
different living arrangements >11
d Conveniently close to campus l|H
d 24 hr. emergency contact
number 112 ' |"
(peace ofmind for the parents|
Steps to shopping & restaurar^.
'I
1-888-310-7000
www.GOtransglobe.com
KS TransGlobe
HB SI Property ManagementServices
% Complete 30-Hour Seminars
» Proven Test-Taking Strategies
• Personalized Professional Instruction
$ Comprehensive Study Materials
§ Simulated Practice Exams
￿ Free Repeat Policy
• Personal Tutoring Available
* Thousands of Satisfied Students
1 "I earned my undergraduate degree,
I now I want THINK YOU'VE GOT WHAT IT TAKES TO BE ON THE
■ a piece of # JUDICIAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL?
II the action" The J.A.C. IS CURRENTLY HIRING HIGHLY MOTIVATED, DYNAMIC■ INDIVDUALS TO SERVE THEIR COMMUNITY AS PART OF THE COUNCIL
■
• v gg .**£ during the 2007-2008 Academic Year
11L I chairperson
1 vice-Chairperson
.
5 Councillors
Meet Denise. 3 studentadvisors
To get the specialized focus that would help her zero in -phe J.A.C. is the student judiciarybody of Wilfrid Laurier
on her goals, Denise earned her Postgraduate Certificate University dealing with non-academic offenses within the Laurier
in Marketing Management from Humber in only 2 semesters. community.
She now works for one of Canada's top weather networks.
We forecast a great future for her. application packages & more information is available in
Marketing Management, Postgraduate Certificate THE Dean of Students Office, 3Kn Floor - Fred Nichol s
Campus Centre
APPLICATION DEADLINE
March 20, 2007 March 23,2007
Chair & Vice-Chair All other positions
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Accountants
T
Certified Management Accountants
.
As Treasurer and Vice President for Warner Music Group, CMA Mark A.Smith
IBISLJS!*! uses his unique range of skills to help his organization adapt to the rapidly changing
music industry. Become a CMA and you'll have the power to make a difference
" J 'n an or9an 'za^on t°°- Your training will prepare you to make strategic and financial
decisions that grow businesses — making you an asset to any employer.
SSe a Pr °fess i°na l designation can do for you, visit becomeacma.com
What k. Certified
Accounting MMranm Management
Should Be Accountants
A month of Madness
CordSports' own prognosticators give their thoughts as to what US college hoops fans should expect in the opening week
VIVEK SARMA
STAFF WRITER
MARK D. HOPKINS
STAFF WRITER MARK ADAMSON
STAFF WRITER
PARRY SOHI
STAFF WRITER
Player to watch - SFKevin Durant
Although Durant will not lead his
Texas Longhorns to an NCAA title
(although I have predicted theywill
be around for a while), he will be
using this year's tournament to so-
lidify his place among the greatest
NCAArookies ever, and lay claim to
the number one overall draft pick
in this year's pro draft.
Watch for Durant to come close
to-duplicating "Melo's" feats from
2003.
Upset of the week - (11) VCU over
(6) Duke
Duke has to be the weakest #6 seed
this tournament has seen in some
time. They haven't impressed any-
one this year and have been a re-
sounding failure compared the
lofty-standards the Duke program
sets out for itself every year.
VCU has the George Mason feel-
ingto it. That combined withDuke's
mediocre showing this season
means this game has upset written
all over it.
Player to watch - G ArronAfflalo
The pressure is on Afflalo, the Bru-
ins leading scorer at 16.7 a contest,
to put UCLA's PAC-10 tournament
disappointment behind them and
lead them through the West as a
#2.
UCLA likely can get close to their
championship game appearance of
last year - but only if Afflalo con-
tinues to create off the bounce, hit
from three, and get his teammates
involved.
Upset of the week - (13) Albany over
(4) Virginia
The Cavaliers lost to two non-tour-
nament teams, Wake Forest and
N.C. State, by a combined 14 points
to end their season in a slide.
Albany is coming off an Ameri-
can East title and five straight wins.
At 6'l" , guard Jamar Wilson leads
the GreatDanes in points, rebounds
and assists and will continue his re-
cent hot streak.
Player to watch - F JeffGreen
The 6'9" forward came up big in
Georgetown's run to the Big East ti-
tle, and with some more big games
in March, the junior could lead his
team to the Final Four.
The versatile forward leads the
Hoyas in scoring, andranks second
inrebounds and assists.
Upset of the week - (12) Old Domin-
ion over (5) Butler
Butler was hot when the season
opened, but they've lost four oftheir
last eight, and could be primed for
an earlyexit.
Old Dominion, on the other
hand, has won 12 of their last 13
games, and they should ride that
hot streak into the next round.
Player to watch - C Roy Hibbert
Averaging almost 13 points and 6
boards a game, Hibbert demon-
strated his dominance through-
out the year and in the Big East
tournament.
Complemented by leading scor-
er Jeff Green, lookfor Hibbert to get
some isolation looks and easy fast
break points. Expect the 7'2 junior
to commandhis GeorgetownHoyas
into the National Championship.
Upset ofthe week - (14) Oral Roberts
over (3) Washington St.
Averaging nearly 73 points a game
compared to Washington St. 66
a game, look for Oral Roberts to
stretch the Washington defense.
Led by Caleb Green and Ken
Tutt, averaging 20.8 and 16.1 points
respectively, expect Oral Roberts to
ride their heroics in the MCC title
game into an opening round tour-
nament victory.
NEXT WEEK:
Picks from the Sweet Sixteen
to the Final Four... plus
opening round summaries
Sports
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Stephen Lewis's kickoff keynote on the NO~ the environment, Afghanistan and more Laurier's Dr. Rhoda Howard-
MARY ERSKINE 
CORD STAFF 
There are few people in this world 
with the oratory command of the 
English language as Stephen Lew-
is. 
This was undoubtedly noted by 
his audience of nearly 2000 mem-
bers of Laurier and the surround-
ing communities in the Athletic 
Complex Friday evening. Spon-
sored by LSPIRG, Lewis was the 
kickoff keynote for the weekend's 
Global Citizenship Conference 
held at Laurier. 
Among many other accolades, 
Lewis recently completed his 
time as the UN Special Envoy 
for HIV/AIDS in Africa and cur-
rently resides as Social Sciences 
Scholar-in-Residence at McMaster 
University. 
After thanking Dr. Len Friesen, 
chair of the Global Studies Depart-
ment for a "lucid and encyclope-
dic" introduction, Lewis began by 
charming audiences with anec-
dotes from his eight years as leader 
of Ontario's New Democratic Party: 
"In my day I actually liked the To-
ries ~ore than the members of my 
own caucus-my own caucus was 
feckless, reckless, undisciplined, 
irresponsible, out of control; I was 
constantly having to remind them 
ofthe difference between a caucus 
and a cactus-well, with a cactus, 
the pricks are on the outside:' 
Taking a more serious tone, Lewis' 
lecture then outlined the indigni-
ties being committed by our own 
government in relation to what he 
sees to be as the top five global is-
sues oftoday. 
"Number one, we've just got 
to do something about Darfur," 
he began. "The world brands it a 
genocide .. . and the world is ren-
dered inert in response:' 
He continued by drawing a 
link to the global inaction during 
the Rwandan genocide, and re-
marked: "What is it about Africa 
which induces this degree of pas-
sivity and paralysis ... what kind 
of subterranean racism is at work 
that finds millions of people to be 
expendable?" 
Next, Lewis addressed the situ-
ation in Mghanistan, specifically 
that Canada regularly turns over 
captured Mghan soldiers to the 
Mghan government while fully 
aware that they may be tortured or 
killed. He noted that 
because Canada is one of the first 
10 countries in the world that rati-
fied the convention against torture, 
there is "something extraordinarily 
ironic ... that Canada should now be 
facilitating the torture of others:' 
In terms of the environment, 
Lewis continued by noting that 
"the deed is done;' regarding the 
effects of climate change on the 
first half of the 21" century. We 
could turn the tide for the second 
half if we take serious steps to-
wards the application of carbon 
taxes to companies such as those 
involved with the tar sands. 
The next glaring problem, as 
Lewis stated, involves Canada's 
failure to provide targets to reach 
the 0.7 percent of GDP that it ear- · 
marked for poverty relief and de-
velopment through the Make Pov-
erty History program. 
As the architects, he added, 
there is an indignity that Canada is 
the only GB country which has not 
set targets to reach the goal. He 
noted "how much money we have 
available for conflict and [how] 
little for the human condition." 
Finally, Lewis turned to the issue 
of HIV I AIDS. He placed it within a 
context of the kinds of things he 
would like to see the Canadian 
government pursuing in order to 
regain the "virtuous aura which 
surrounds Canada which ... is not 
justified any longer:' 
His five suggestions included 
fighting the pharmaceutical com-
panies which obstruct the ship-
ments of generic drugs to Mrica, 
assisting specific Mrican countries 
with training programs to rebuild 
human capacity, taking the lead 
in funding "second line" and pe-
diatric drug programs, focusing 
on food and nutrition programs,. 
and finally supporting prevention 
methods such as microbicide tri-
als and male circumcision to re-
duce the transmission of the virus. 
In addition to these five issues of 
global concern, Lewis left the au-
dience by stating that "there is no 
struggle on the face of this earth 
more important than the struggle 
for gender equality:' He added 
that it is imperative for Canada to 
support the creation of the Inter-
national Agency for Women in the 
UN "with unfailing determination 
and enthusiasm:' 
When asked about what Lauri-
er's active student body can do to 
increase the success and visibil-
ity of our various fundraising and 
awareness activities, Lewis sug-
gested continuing to look for ways 
to initiate and energize projects so 
as to "ignite the broader student 
body:' 
"There is a renaissance emerg-
ing amongst university students, 
a feeling of wanting to be engaged 
.. . which reminds me of my own 
feckless youth;' he said, citing 
memories surrounding Vietnam, 
disarmament, and the civil rights 
movement. 
He concluded by insisting that 
we maintain an "uncompromis-
ing principle in the face of what is 
known to be profoundly wrong:' 
See PAGE 20 for editorial reaction to this story 
ARLA LATTO-HALL 
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"I'm not Stephen Lewis, so I can't 
do what he does - which is talk 
without notes:' 
The dissimilarities end there be-
tween Le\Yis, a source of pride for 
Canada's human rights advocates, 
and Dr. Rhoda Howard-Hassmann, 
Laurier professor and the Canada 
Research Chair in International Hu-
man Rights, who gave the closing 
keynote address of this weekend's 
Global Citizenship Conference. 
Just as Lewis presented himself 
as a left-wing fundamentalist of 
the human rights variety, Howard-
Hassmann also revealed her ideo-
logical religion: "some are guilty, all 
are responsible:' 
This doesn't apply only to wealthy 
northerners, Howard-Hassmann 
cautions. "Nowadays it's fashion-
able to be guilty because we live in 
the North;' but leaders in the South 
cannot be excused of responsibil-
ity based on their culture: "there is 
no innocent global Southany more 
than there is a nefarious North:' 
Howard-Hassmann answered 
Lewis's question of Canada's inac-
tion when faced with genocide in 
Darfur by presenting the problem 
of cultural relativism - allowing ex-
ceptional behaviour based on cul-
tural norms. 
Gay and lesbian rights, for exam-
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L a u r i e r  s t u d e n t s  h e l d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  G l o b a l  C i t i z e n s h i p  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  c a m p u s  l a s t  w e e k e n d ,  w i t h  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r s  
S t e p h e n  L e w i s  a n d  R h o d a  H o w a r d - H a s s m a n n  t a k i n g  c e n t r e  s t a g e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  v a r i o u s  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n s  
S y d n e y  H e l l a n d  
s  D r .  R h o d a  H o w a r d - H a s s m a n n  o n  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a n d  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  
o n l y  t o  w e a l t h y  
l e s b i a n  r i g h t s ,  f o r  e x a m -
p l e ,  a r e  a  " c u l t u r a l  f l a s h p o i n t "  a l l  
o v e r  A f r i c a  j l S  a  s y m b o l  o f  W e s t e r n  
d e c a d e n c e .  
T h e s e  a r e  t h e  s a m e  r i g h t s  " w h i c h  
n o b o d y  w a n t s ; '  H o w a r d - H a s s m a n  
s a i d ,  n o t i n g  e a r l i e r  i n  h e r  a d d r e s s  
t h a t  " s o m e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  W e s t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  U S ,  h a v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  
i n t e r e s t  i n  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  a n d  
c u l t u r a l  r i g h t s ; '  w h i c h  a r e  c o n s t i -
t u t i o n a l l y  w r i t t e n  i n  f o r  i d e o l o g i c a l  
. r e a s o n s .  
r e s t e d ,  j a i l e d  f o r  s i x  h o u r s  a n d  c o n -
v i c t e d  a f t e r  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  i n  M o n -
t r e a l ' s  s t r e e t s  w i t h  o v e r  1 5 0  o t h e r s .  
C e n t e r i n g  o n  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  
f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  l e g a l  
c a s e  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t h e  a r r e s t s  
m a d e  i t  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  o f  C a n a d a .  I n  i t s  1 9 7 8  d e c i -
s i o n ,  t h e  c o u r t  s i d e d  w i t h  M o n -
t r e a l ' s  r i g h t  t o  r e g u l a t e  t r a f f i c  b y  
r e p r e s s i n g  d i s o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t  d u r -
i n g  " p u b l i c  p a r a d e s "  a s  a n  a u t h o r -
i t y  f a l l i n g  u n d e r  m u n i c i p a l  
" I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  b e i n g  i n  
u n i v e r s i t y  i s  t h e  b e s t  t i m e  o f  
y o u r  l i f e :  i t ' s  s t r e s s f u l . "  
j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
D e s p i t e  h e r  a c t i v i s t  p a s t ,  
H o w a r d - H a s s m a n n  r e f r a i n e d  
f r o m  c o n f e r r i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l -
i t y  f o r  t h e  w o r l d ' s  w e l l - b e i n g  
o n t o  t h e  · s t u d e n t  g e n e r a t i o n .  
W h i l e  L e w i s  p u s h e d  f o r  a n  
i n c r e a s e  i n  s t u d e n t  e n g a g e -
- D r .  R h o d a  H o w a r d - H a s s m a n n  
D e f e n d i n g  t h e s e  r i g h t s  i s  n o t  a n  
i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  t a s k - e v e n  f o r  s t u -
d e n t s .  M u c h  l i k e  L e w i s ,  f o r m e r  N P  
l e a d e R ,  H o w a r d - H a s s m a n n  c o n -
s i d e r s  " o u r  b e s t  p a t h  t o  i n f l u e n c e  
f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  i s  s t i l l  t h r o u g h  o u r  
o w n  g o v e r n m e n t : '  
" O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  h e a r t e n i n g  
t h i n g s  a b o u t  D a r f u r  i s  t h e  h u g e  s t u -
d e n t  m o v e m e n t  t r y i n g  t o  d o  s o m e -
t h i n g  a b o u t  i t : '  
H o w a r d - H a s s m a n n ' s  o w n  l i f e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  m i r r o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t u -
d e n t  m o v e m e n t .  W h i l e  a  s t u d e n t  i n  
Q u e b e c  s h e  " f l e w  f r o m  f l y i n g  V s "  
d u r i n g  p r o t e s t s ,  a n d  w a s  o n c e  a r -
m e n t  a n d  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  H o w -
a r d - H a s s m a n n  t o o k  a  g e n t l e r  a p -
p r o a c h  t o  h e r  s t u d e n t - d o m i n a t e d  
a u d i e n c e .  " I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  b e i n g  
i n  u n i v e r s i t y  i s  t h e  b e s t  t i m e  o f  y o u r  
l i f e :  i t ' s  s t r e s s f u l : '  
H e r  a d v i c e  t o  s t u d e n t s  w a s  t o  
" a v o i d  t h e .  s e d u c t i o n  o f  n i h i l i s m  
a n d  t h e  t r a p  o f  d e s p a i r ; '  w h e n  f a c e d  
w i t h  a w e s o m e  g l o b a l  c o n f l i c t .  T h e  
s o l u t i o n  i s  m u c h  s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h a t :  
" T o  s a v e  a  l i f e ,  i s  t o  s a v e  t h e  w o r l d ; ' .  
s h e  s a i d .  '  
" D o n ' t  f e e l  g u i l t y  a b o ) . l . t  t h e  t h i n g s  
y o u  d i d n ' t  c a u s e  . . .  y o u  h a v e  a  r i g h t  
t o  s a v e  a  f e w  l i v e s ,  b u t  a l s o  a  r i g h t  t o  
h a v e  a  l i f e  o f  y o u r  o w n : '  
- P a n e l :  " G l o b a l  G o v e r n a n c e :  T o w a r d  a  G l o b a l  C o m m u n i t y "  
A P R I L  R O B I N S O N  
E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F  
A t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  a  c o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  
c e n t r e d  o n  g l o b a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a  S u n d a y  
m o r n i n g  p a n e l  a s k e d  s o m e  p o i -
g n a n t  q u e s t i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  
i d e a  o f  a  g l o b a l  c o m m u n i t y .  
" I f  w e  h a v e  a  m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  
t o  h e l p  p e o p l e ,  w h y  n o t  c o d i f y  t h a t  
o b l i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o e r c i v e  s t r u c -
t u r e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ? "  a s k e d  D r .  L o r e n  
K i n g ,  p r o f e s s o r  i n  L a u r i e r ' s  p o l i t i -
c a l  s c i e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t .  
U s i n g  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t h e o r y ,  
K i n g  a s k e d  t h e  l e c t u r e  h a l l  w i t h  
a r o u n d  4 0  s t u d e n t s  a n d  c o m m u -
n i t y  d e l e g a t e s  w h e t h e r  t h e  b a s i s  
o f  l i b e r a l  d e m o c r a c y  c o u l d  w o r k  a t  
a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  
I f  i t  w e r e  s o ,  h e  s a i d ,  " g l o b a l  
g o v e r n a n c e  a s  g l o b a l  g o v e r n -
m e n t "  w o u l d  m e a n  t h a t  " b a d  l u c k  
i s  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  s h o u l d  c o m p e n -
s a t e  f o r  a n d  t a x  a g g r e s s i v e l y ; '  h e  
s a i d .  I t ' s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
l i b e r a l  w a y  o f  t h i n k i n g  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  
f l y  a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e  - e s p e c i a l l y  
w h e n  i t ' s  i m p o s e d ,  h e  s a i d .  
" W h i l e  I  t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  
t o  t r a n s n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  
g r o u p s ,  N G O s ,  a c t i v i s t s  a n d  a d v o -
c a c y  w o r k e r s .  
I n  t h e  s a m e  v e i n ,  D r .  A l i s t a i r  E d -
g a r ,  L a u r i e r  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  p r o -
f e s s o r  a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  A c a d e m -
i c  C o u n c i l  o n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
S y s t e m  ( A C U N S ) ,  t a c k l e d  t h e  l e -
g i t i m a c y  o f  g l o b a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m s .  
A t  t h e  r o o t  o f  t h e .  i s s u e ,  E d g a r  
p o i n t e d  t o  w h e t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
s y s t e m s  s u c h  a s  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C r i m i n a l  C o u r t ,  c r e a t e d  i n  2 0 0 3  
( u n d e r  w h i c h  w a r l o r d s  f r o m  U g a n -
d a  a n d  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  
C o n g o  w e r e  a r r e s t e d ) ,  a r e  m o r e  o r  
l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  t h a n  o t h e r  s y s t e m s  
s u c h  a s  a d - h o c  t r i b u n a l s  o r  s p e c i a l  
c o u r t s .  
A  p e r s i s t e n t  p r o b l e m  w i t h  j u s -
t i c e  s y s t e m s ,  h e  s a i d ,  i s  " v i c t o r ' s  
j u s t i c e ; '  w h e r e  t h e  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  a  
t r i a l  i s  q u e s t i o n e d  s i n c e  i t  i s  s e t  u p  
b y  o n e  o f  t h e  a f f e c t e d  p a r t i e s .  A n  
e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  i s  t h e  N u r e m b e r g  
t r i a l s  a f t e r  W W I I .  
" S o  d o  w e  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  i m p o s e  a  s i n g l e ,  u n i v e r s a l  m o d -
e l ,  o r  d o  w e  s a y ,  ' D o  w h a t e v e r  i t  
t a k e s  b y  l o c a l  s t a n d a r d s  t o  ~et t h i s  
s t u f f  o v e r  w i t h  a n d  m o v e  o n ? " '  h e  
f r u i t f u l  w a y s  t o  g r o u n d  m o r - a s k e d .  
a l l y  s t r o n g e r  g l o b a l  g o v e r n a n c e ,  " I  h a v e  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  a n s w e r  t o  
t h e  g l o b a l  g o v e r n a n c e  y o u  g e t  t h a t : '  
n e e d n ' t  r e s e m b l e  w h a t  w e  t h i n k  
o f  a s  g o v e r n m e n t . . .  b u t  m o r e  l i k e  
s o v e r e i g n t y  i n  l o s e  a n d  o v e r l a p - - S E E  P A N E L  P A G E  7  F O R  
p i n g  n e t w o r k s ; '  h e  s a i d ,  r e f e r r i n g  A F G H A N I S T A N  D I S C U S S I O N  
.•  
of musical genre and skill level can
be found on display.
This year the CMW festivities
were kick-started by the seventh
annual Independent Music Awards,
held on March 8. Affectionately
known as the Indies, the award
show is a place where Canada's un-
derground music community can
be brought into the spotlight.
While many of the acts perform-
ing and taking home awards have
begun to creep into the spotlights
of the mainstream scene, the Indies
are still home to the independent
spirit found in bands like Elliott
Brood, Emm Gryner and The Stills.
This year's Indies also found
room for a band from Kitchener-
Waterloo, the power-pop groupThe
Miniatures. For the night, the group
acted as both nominees, losing out
to the the Trews for Favourite Rock
Artist/Group of the Year, and pre-
senters, presenting the XM Satellite
Radio Award to an appreciative yet
video-taped Alexisonfire.
Meanwhile, band members Nick
Skalkos and Kevin Hundt could be
seen wandering the backstage area
of the event with a video camera in
hand, while fielding an array of me-
dia requests.
"We've been doing a lot of inter-
views and press and stuff like that.
We've had a lot of exposure over
the past few years and when we ar-
rived in this VIP room, we were the
first artists here, so we were kind
of busy," says the band's guitarist,
Hundt.
"CMW's been a big part of ex-
posing us ... we've always been a
feature, and we've always done
good shows when we've played
them here. [CMW] helps hype us
up because it helps hype up [the
festival]" adds the drummer and
amateur cameraman Skalkos, "so it
kind ofworks both ways."
Although the Canadian Music
Week Festival is chock-full of big
name corporate sponsors, the event
doesn't seem to lose the indepen-
dent flavour that was on display at
the Indies.
The festival seems to have struck
a compromise between business
and art, and since over 35 venues
play host to up to 6 bands a night,
the freewheeling fun that music
provides is hard to control.
For example, when two extreme-
ly different acts share the same bill,
as happened when the reggae in-
fused rock group The Junction and
the sleaze-rocking act Die Manne-
quin both played the Horseshoe
Tavern on March 9, the only com-
mon thread thatcan be claimed is a
commitment to the good time vibe
of music.
"It always feel good to be up on
stage and giving it again," says The
Junction lead-singer Brent Jack-
son, who lead the band through an
energetic and exciting set, despite
battling the effects of a cold.
"I'm still not 100%. I've been lay-
ing in bed for the last two days, so
it's kind of weird watching TV and
movies all day and sleeping, and
then being up onstage and being
all active," Jackson continues.
That Jackson and the guys from
The Junction would soldier on and
perform in spite of a nasty cold
demonstrates how important CMW
can be to the success ofa band's ca-
reer. While it may not be a make-
or-break, once in a lifetime kind of
opportunity, the possibility of be-
ing heard and making a name for
a band is certainly likely. However,
the networking nature of CMW
means that the festival straddles a
fine line of becoming mainstream
and too commercial.
"It's Corporate Music Week,"
says Die Mannequin's lead-singer
Care Failure. "It's kind of weird for
CMW, because there's a bunch
of corporate fuckers ... it's always
old, fucking white men ... They run
the world, they run everything, so
you've got to love them," continues
the engaging leadsinger.
Ironically, it's the American rap
group Public Enemy that best
epitomizes the balance between
underground credibility and
mainstream acceptance that CMW
tries to maintain.
And the corporate nature ofCMW
was clearly on display on March 10
at the Docks. On that night, seminal
rap group Public Enemy brought
over 20 years of experience to the
stage, as well as a presence that
stands in direct opposition to the
"old white men" that Care Failure
laments.
Also making an unscheduled ap-
pearance was Canadian hip-hop
legend Maestro, who helped to sal-
vage an unimpressive performance
from the Dope Poets Society.
Maestro also informed the crowd
that he was happy to be back in the
same building as the "legends of
real hip-hop," mentioning that his
first tour was with the Public En-
emy guys.
Ironically, it's the American
rap group Public Enemy that best
epitomizes the balance between
underground credibility and main-
stream acceptance that CMW tries
to maintain.
Front man Chuck D remains au-
thentic to the bona fide hip-hop
heads, while reality TV star Flavor
Flav appeals to the pop culture
crowd. Whereas Chuck D main-
tains an independent record label
and encourages socially conscious
thought throughout his songs, Fla-
vor Flav runs the risk of becoming
an outlandish caricature of his real-
ity TV persona.
But the combi-
nation and chemis-
try between the two
still holds true after
20 years, as Chuck
D and Flavor Flav
compliment one
another like abeau-
tifully symmetrical
relationship.
But despite the growing corpo-
rate involvement and sponsorship
of CMW, the festival is still able to
remain fresh and exciting. Even acts
thathave established themselves in
the world of major labels only to
return to an indie are able to find a
place for themselves at CMW.
Like Public Enemy, who switched
from the major label Def Jam to the
indie Slam Jamz, Jeremy Fisher
has also made the move back to
an independent. After what he de-
scribes as a "mutual and amicable
breakup" with Sony BMG / Colum-
bia Records, the singer-songwriter
switched over toAquarius Records.
I justwanted to make a Record,
and they weren't letting me," says
Fisher after his set at Lee's Pal-
ace on March 10. "They were very
graceful in letting me go the way
they did. I was lucky, the ball was
in their court and they let me go,"
Fisher continues.
For Fisher, being signed to a ma-
jor label was confining, as the label
attempted to exert too much con-
trol over the recording process.
"I was met with a lot ofresistance
on the major label because they
spend a lot of money and so they
get worried about things like that.
On Aquarius, I guess there's more
of a sense of fun," says Fisher.
"I've got a lot more creative con-
trol and I'm inspired once again,"
continues Fisher, seemingly happy
that he has found a creative and
comforting home on the indepen-
dent Aquarius.
And, in a sense, that is what
Canadian Music Week is able to
clearly demonstrate: that there is a
balance between major and inde-
pendent players within Canadian
music.
So this year with the festival
celebrating its Silver Anniversary
in grand fashion, CMW assures
music fans that the Canadian mu-
sic scene is alive and well, and is
full of intricate and compelling
contradictions.
While bands like Nickelback and
Avril Lavinge may dominate the
Canadian consciousness, these
corporate symbols are not the only
players involved in our nations
music game.
Opposing these mainstream
moguls is a large crop of raw and
underappreciated talent. But with
events like Canadian Music Week,
it's only a matter of time before
the independents get some time to
shine.
Chuck D treats the fans to some Chuck Fu.
Jeremy Fisher connects with his fans.
Photos by Joe Turcotte
CMW STARS - The Stills close out the Indies and launch this year's festival.
Flavor Flav lets his clock hang out.
Maestro makes a surprise appearance.
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Something for everyone
The Core/travels to Canadian Music Week and discovers that all is well with the Canadian music scene
- FROM PERFECT, COVER
A&E
Schwende Band
triumphs at LBS
Tyler Schwende Band
victorious at the finals
of Last Band Standing
PAUL ALVIZ
STAFF WRITER
The final installment of the A-
Team's Last Band Standing proved
to be popular amongst the school's
indie rocker / alcohol consumption
enthusiasts.
Pounding out beats as the crowd
pounde(d back drinks, the Tyler
Schwende Band came out victori-
ous in the end. Beating out Will
Currie and the Country French,
The Unibrows and Macro Fiesta,
the Schwende band claimed the
$1000 grand prize along with brag-
gingrights for 2007.
Starting the night off in a positive
light, the garishly named Macro Fi-
esta took the stage to open with an
inspirational Bedouin Soundclash
cover, playing up to a crowd that
was just starting to warm up. Unfor-
tunately, what followed was a 15-
minute delay until their next song
due to what was the first of a few
technical issues of the night. The
Hawaiian shirt-sporting frontman
still managed to crank some solid
reggae tunes, despite being the self-
proclaimed underdog of the night.
The champions of the evening,
the TylerSchwende Band, appeared
the most experienced group of the
pack. With Schwende remaining in
control: over the crowd, especially
the females in attendance, his set
was lively. Unfortunately for his
bandmates, their lack of gusto let
them fade easily into the proverbial
background as Schwende stole the
spodight.
This alternative/moderate rock
group, following in the tradition of
John Mayer and Dave Matthews,
left the female audience (as men
sometimes do) on the cusp of ful-
fillment, with many shouting "One
more song!"
Do you remember that feeling
you got when you were just a wee
child, cookie crumbs on your shirt
and chocolate stains on your fore-
head, your parents shouting at you
to brush your teeth? Then all of a
sudden, you heard the theme to
Sesame Street come on and noth-
ing else mattered?
That's probably the best, and
most abstract, way to describe the
third band gracing the stage, Will
Currie and the Country French.
Their eclectic mix of band mem-
bers and musical styles evokes a
presence reminiscent of a young
Elton John, minus the funky glasses
and over-the-top outfits. People
near the front couldn't help but flail
their limbs about and sing along to
the happy sounds coming from the
stage. This band is busting at the
seams with raw musical talent, the
harnessing of which can only pro-
pel them upwards from their sec-
ond-place finish.
And then there were the Uni-
brows. To my dismay, they were all
multi-browed but not multi-faceted
in their performing capabilities or
musical skill. In their defence, they
did have what was arguably the
toughest set of the night, as play-
ing last has a smaller, more sombre
crowd, which wasn't necessarily
better for theirhard and fast style of
music. In a final attempt to arouse
some pop music allure, theyplayed
an ear-piercing rendition of Gwen
Stefani's "Sweet Escape"
In the end, the compulsory Si-
mon, Randy and Paula of the night
opted to dish out the dough to
Schwende, in what was surely a
nod to his pop potential and not
the musical prowess of the French.
The night was very well-attended,
bringing a successful cap to anoth-
er year ofLast Band Standing.
" Riley Taylor
POP-ROCK STAR - Tyler Schwende woos the females at Wilf's and is crowned the Last Band Standing.
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Wilfrid Laurier University Waterloo, Ontario
CALLFOR COMMENTS
Search Committee for the Registrar
Dr. John Metcalfe accepted the position of Director, University Information and Privacy Office, and Ombudsper-
son as of January 1, 2007 and Glennice Snyder is currently Acting Registrar until June 30, 2007. In accord with
University procedures, a search is underway for a Registrar to serve a five-year term to start July 1, 2007.
Submissions are invited from the University community on issues that should be considered during the search
process. As well, the Committee is interested in receiving nominations of individuals whom the committee should
consider. Submissions (in writing or by e-mail) should be sent to Debbie Thayer, Secretary of the Committee
(dthayer@wlu.ca). Submissions (in writing or by e-mail) should be sent as soon as possible, and no later than 4:30
p.m., March 28, 2007. All submissions considered by the Committee will be regarded as confidential. You may
request to remain anonymous to the members of the Committee. The Committee Secretary should receive
comments that indicate who the commentator is and she will delete names of those who wish to be anonymous
before the comments reach the Committee.
The search consultant Laverne Smith is also senjdng out a more detailed questionnaire. You are welcome to
respond to submit comments either to the Committee Secretary or to repond to the questionnaire or both.
Committee Members:
Sue Horton, Vice-President: Academic and Chair
Noni Campbell, Staff representative
Richard Christy, Faculty of Arts
Lauren Civello, Student representative
Nick Coady, Faculty of Social Work representative
Lesley Cooper, Dean, Faculty of Social Work
David Docherty, Dean, Faculty of Arts
Mary Kelly, School of Business and Economics representative
Jonathan Lavery, Brantford representative
Michael Purves-Smith, Faculty of Music representative
Robin Slawson, Senate representative
Milo Sweedler, Senaterepresentative
Ed Wang, Faculty of Science representative
< Athabasca University delivers
distance education courses to
students across Canada and
around the world As a visiting
student, you can take courses
to complement your studies at
your home university.
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Creepers take over Wilf's
Laurier braces for an attack from the Creepshow
NICK BOYD
STAFF WRITER
The. year is coming to an end and
group projects and assignments
are littering people's schedules. But
is that any reason to stop the par-
tying? Hells no. And this Thursday
at Wilf's, The Creepshow will prove
this.
Known for a wild and fun live
show, their horror-billy brand of
music has traveled all across Can-
ada and has even hit hot spots like
Los Angeles and Europe. And this
from a band that only put out their
debut CD last year.
That disc, entitled Sell Your Soul,
brings together a mash of musical
styles, ranging from classic rocka-
billy to punk to ska, and wraps it
all up in a nice litde package that
the devil himself would salute. It
includes such get up and groovin'
songs as "Shake" "Creatures of the
Night" and "Cherry Hill."
Also this year, original lead
singer and guitarist Hellcat will be
unleashing another little creepster
into the world, as she is expecting a
baby. But that doesn't mean that'll
stop theserockers.
Hellcat's little sister Sarah Sin is
jumping aboard and taking over
lead vocals and guitars, and is just
as bad-ass as her big sis.
Sarah is joining fellow creepers
Sickboy, who plays the stand-up
bass, Matt Pomade, the drummer
and McGinty on the keys. But as
with any great rockabilly band,
it's all about a live show that gets
the crowd out of their seats and
moving.
As Sickboy says, "if you're not
dancing we'll grab you and pull you
out onto the dance floor."
The Creepshow have also had the
privilege to tour with some .great
punk and rockabilly acts in their
short existence, such as The Planet
Smashers and The Matadors.
The fellow horror-billy rockers
The Matadors have been alongside
The Creepshow all the way, as they
even hooked up together on the
first few gigs.
Since then the two bands have
been pretty much inseparable,
as both have toured throughout
Canada together and both belong
to the same record label, Stereo
Dynamite.
The Creepshow love the fact that
they are on a small record label as,
Sickboy explains, "since there's only
afew bands, we're a priority and we
don'tget lost in the shuffle."
Having already been able to play
to sold-out crowds in Europe and
in Tinseltown, a lot of buzz can be
attributed to the Internet.
As Sickboy whole-heartedly
agrees, "100 percent - that's how
we pretty much hooked up, every-
thing happened through things like
MySpace.com."
Right now The Creepshow are
content with where they are. With
one CD out on the market, a couple
of cross-Canada tours under their
belts and a second stint in Europe
on the way, these boys and girl are
just taking it day-by-day and loving
every minuteof it.
"Were having so much fun, we
don't have an agenda, we're just
going to see how it all goes," says
Sickboy.
Contributed Photo
GOOD OL' DAYS - Rockers bring fun vibes to Wilt's stage on Thursday.
Media Matters: A monthly column on media, culture and technology
Searching for the next great one
JOE TURCOTTE
A&E EDITOR
It might be possible that CBC Tele-
vision and Magna International
have come across the right combi-
nation of factors to make Canada's
youth more interested in politics:
mix four former Prime Ministers
with four of the nation's brightest
and most articulate young minds
and then throw inthe country'swit-
tiest political satirist, Rick Mercer.
This is the recipe for The Next
Great Prime Minister, which airs
March 18 at 7 p.m. on CBC Televi-
sion. The award show offers its win-
ner a $50,000 scholarship as well as
a 6-month internship with the MDF
Internship Program.
Serving as judges for the event
are former Conservative PMs Brian
Mulroney, Kim Campbell and Joe
Clark and the lone Liberal repre-
sentative, Paul Martin.
"It's goo#to get the former Prime
Ministers out of their element," says
the host, Rick Mercer.
"Now that they aren't running
for office anymore, they can allow
their charm and charisma to shine
through. We've always heard about
Brian Mulroney and his charm, and
now we get a glimpse of it."
Although the four contestants
are all smart and filled with ideas
for the future of the country, they
are, as expected, amateurs. And
that is where the show's charm can
be found. As the night goes on the
cracks in the contestants' armour
become increasingly apparent.
Engaging in free-for-all styled
debates, Graeme Cunningham,
Joseph Lavoie, Balinder Ahluwalia
and Alysia Garmulewiczall work to
have their ideas stand out against
those of the others.
Most brazen, however, is Lavoie,
who takes a stab at Paul Martin's
former Liberal government for its
inaction regarding support for the
Canadian military. With this shot,
Lavoie seems to have scored points
with the audience, who, if they did
not agree with his opinion, could at
least respect that he was standing
behind his convictions.
It's in moments like these, where
youthful energy and innocence
morphs intopolitical savvy, that the
Next Great Prime Ministerbecomes
a winner.
"It's an interesting show with a
broad range that should appeal
to a wide range of viewers," says
Mercer.
"The show will definitely appeal
to political junkies, but there's a lot
that can appeal to everyone. After
all, it's a game show with $50,000 at
stake."
Other aspects of the show that
should appeal to people aside from
the political junkies are the times
when the former prime ministers
take centre stage. Once such mo-
ment is when former Prime Min-
ister Mulroney makes the shocking
admission that part of Canada's
dark past is that the nation has sto-
len land from the Aboriginals.
To hear a former Prime Minister
say thatCanada has stolen from the
Natives of Canada provides one of
the evening's most controversial
moments.
Whereas Mulroney unwittingly
provides controversy, Mercer un-
apologetically seeks to ensure that
there are enough laughs tokeep the
show moving along.
When introducing the Prime
Ministers he sarcastically thanks
Brian Mulroney, saying that he is
the man who "gave Canada free
trade ... and Ben Mulroney" After
roasting the father of the CTV host,
Mercer's attention then shifts to
the newest member of the former
prime minister club, Paul Martin.
In similar fashion, Mercer prais-
es the former Liberal prime minis-
ter saying, "as finance ministerPaul
Martin helped to get rid of the defi-
cit, and as prime minister he gave
us Stephen Harper."
With its combination ofuninhib-
ited debate, discussion of innova-
tive ideas, humour and political
star-power, The Next Great Prime
Minister has something for every-
one, well, at least those who are
even remotely politically inclined.
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tTop 10
RealTrax™ ring tunes
Week of March 5
1. Cupid's Chokehold
- Gym Class Heroes
2. Don't Matter
- Akon
3. Go Getta (R. Kelly Chorus)
- Young Jeezy
4. Irreplaceable
- Beyonce
5. Lips of an Angel
- Hinder
6. Lost Without U
• Robin Thicke
7. On The Hotline
- Pretty Ricky
8. Poppin'
- Chris Brown
9. Throw Some D's
- Rich Boy
10. What Goes Around I ComesAround
- Justin Timberlake
Text "PLAY" to 4800 on your Rogers wireless
phone to download your favourite ring tunes today.
your4GB ww
.'month
CROSSWORD Adam Faber Across
I. To drill
5. Fewer
9. An invalid tennis stroke
(2 words)
10. Janitor's tool (2 words)
11. Bruce Willis and Bru-
no are the
12. The girl hadKaleido-
scope ones
13. Thick soup
14. Swing on this, and car-
ry moonbeams home in a
jar... or would you rather
be a pig?
17. Automated version of
Air Traffic Control
20. Structure built in
Beds, Hotel Rooms
21. Official name ofa
'website'
22. Opera solo
23. Romano and Charles
24. Repose
Down
1. Foundation
2. Age defying oil
4. Summers, in France
5. Country a Laotian is
from
7. Shoe's bottom
8. Slang for vomit
14 of the moment
15. Soul Calibur 111 char-
acter, uses Ringßlade
16. Royal Life Saving
Society
17. Long-off distance
18. The coloured part of
your eye
19. ER slang for 'Right
now'
The Screamins Beaver by Sarah Bradfield
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Due to a printing delay,
ttXSXSrfONe.ZOO7 YEARBOOK
is currently not yet available for pick-up.
The Keystone Staffand WLUSP apologize for the delay.
Watch The Cord Weekly for the updated pick-up date!
Meet Andrew.
To build on his education and get the skill set employers
were looking for,Andrew earned his Postgraduate Certificate
in Public Administration from Humber in only 3 semesters.
He now works for the Ministry of Community and
Social Services. We think he's found the meaningful
career he always wanted.
Public Administration, Postgraduate Certificate
FOR OPEN-MtNDED ADULTS
Cf SMOKING ACCESSORIES & ADULT PRODUCTS $
I"' ~ M
*
Live with an open mind
feed the need at:
95 King Street North
WWW.DIFFERENT-STROKES.CA
519-746-1500
youngest w onen
" ~~
7 plenty
S " , Ofe * s. days . .
§ =
. parkinga week
bridgeport rd w
Now Hiring
Leave the Pack Behind. A govern-
ment funded tabacco control program
is looking for students for health pro-
motion jobs. For job description go
to www.mylaurier.ca/development or
email Marilyn Nieboer RN, WLU Stu-
dent Health, mnieboer@wlu.ca
Summer Job: Work at the Beach!
Kazwear Swimwear. Full and part
time Mgt and staff positions avail.
Grand Bend, Port Stanley and Bay-
field. Competitive wage & bonuses.
Contact resumes@kazwearswim-
wear.ca or visit our website www.
kazwearswimwear.ca for Job Oppor-
tunities.
Need Computer Stuff
Waterloo Networks is the student-
voted #1 source for computer sales,
services, and networking. Don't get
hosed by the others, see us first.
Across from the AC 519-747-5979,
waterloonetworks.com
Columbia Coffee and Candy
St. Jacobs Farmers Market. Sat and
Sun Market. Come and support fair
trade movement. We have fair trade
coffee, tea, hot chocolate, sugar, rice,
spices, and more. "Cafe Don Jorge"
905-920-6256. Email: COLcandy@
yahoo.ca, coffee $10.99/lb.
Wanted: Used books
For CFUW Book Sale, April 20-21 at
First United Church, Waterloo. Bring
donations to church (back door) April
18 and April 19. Information 519-740-
5249. No textbooks, please!
CMW Shout Outs!!!
After a week like that I've got to thank
all the people who made it all possi-
ble. So, big up to Nick Boyd, the week
wouldn't have been the same without
you; sorry that we ran out of space
and couldn't fit in the story. Thanks to
Kat for letting us hole up your place all
week. You probably didn't know what
you were getting yourself into, but I
hope you had a good time, I know I
did. And last but not least, thanks to
Fraser and WLUSP for giving me the
go ahead to go and cover the week.
You're all my heroes! JT
Canadian Champions
Not only did the Cord Weekly win for
Outstanding Campus Newspaper for
the Better Newspaper Competition
hosted by the CCNA, but our very
own Mike Brown, incoming editor-in-
chief, won third place for Best Cam-
pus News Story for "Laurier Security
assaulted." Congrats to Shane Porter
who also won third in photography for
his football photo that accompanied
the cover story "Hawks fall off perch".
Congrats, boys! The Cord Weekly
has worked hard over the past few
years to earn these awards. We're so
proud! - April R.
5 Bedroom House for Rent
Available September 1,2007. Close to
School. Lots of Parking and Laundry.
Call 905-509-3284, email gordolo@
sympatico.ca
4 Bedroom House for Rent
Available September 1,2007. Close to
School. Lots of Parking and Laundry.
Call 905-509-3284, email gordolo@
sympatico.ca
Student Rooms
Units available from single, 2, 3, 4, 5
up to 6 bedroom house. New or newly
renovated. Great location, telephone,
cable and internet ready. Laundry,
free parking, call Steve for more de-
tails 519-721-7567.
5BR/2BATH
2 kit upstairs new; LNDRY; 10 min
walk to universities; parking; excel-
lent condition ***MUST SEE. $2300/
mth inc untilities. Call 905-417-5538
for appt.
Four Bedrooms
Main floor unit of a house at 310
King St. N. Nice white kitchen, large
living room. One bathroom and four
bedrooms. Nice and bright, big win-
dows. Free parking, coin laundry in
basement. May to May lease, $460+/
mo. Call Jill 905-833-0251 or gander-
tons@rogers.com
Close to WLU!
A main floor unit in a house across
from Veteran's Green park. Large
windows, five large bedrooms with
two bathrooms. Spacious white
kitchen with full size appliances. Free
parking, coin laundry provided in
basement. May to May lease, $475+/
mo. Call Jill 905-833-0251 or gander-
tons@rogers.com
Student Life
WLU bares its breasts
Breastfest, an exhibit
of breasts on canvas,
raises $5000 for breast
cancer research
CHELSEA GASKO
STAFF WRITER
Finishing off International Wom-
en's Week in the Concourse last
Thursday, Laurier's Women's Cen-
tre hosted their first annual art
show entitled "Activism and Resis-
tance Through Art."
While the entire event was ex-
tremely well-received, by far the
most talked-about exhibit was the
completed canvases of Breastfest.
The final product ofher fourth-year
fine arts seminar, Nikole Fraser's
Breastfest raised $5000 for breast
cancer research.
Ninety-two women participated
in the event by making pink im-
prints of their breasts on one of
three canvases.
"I'd really like to thank all the
Breastfest volunteers and partici-
pants," says Fraser. "A lot ofwomen
[participants] said that it made
them feel more confident and con-
nected to their own bodies. Also a
lot ofpeople said it was a very liber-
ating experience."
Fraser's fine arts studio instruc-
tor Marshall Ward considers the
canvases a form of performance
art, but with a very visual impact.
"For me, it conjures up imagery of
pink balloons floating playfully up-
wards," he says.
"Breastfest is by far the most
ambitious undertaking I have ever
seen by one of my art students,"
says Ward. "It truly brings tears
to [my] eyes when I think about
the meaning behind it and all the
women who participated."
The Breastfest canvases were just
one of many art exhibits displayed
Thursday. "The hope of today is to
celebrate women artists, to give
them a voice, and to give them
a place to show their work," says
Women's Centre member Laura
Hartley.
"I think it's agreat venue for wom-
en to express themselves," adds
Amelia Martin, Women's Centre
events and issues co-coordinator.
The exhibits included paintings,
essays, sculptures and more, all cre-
ated by female artists, both students
and community members, with an
underlying feminist message.
Also highlighted at the show was
a collection oftraditional tapestries
created by a group of women who
have immigrated to Canada from
Chile and Argentina.
"The response from students and
staff has been really great," says
Nikki Edwards, Events and Issues
Co-Coordinator for the Women's
Centre. "It's a great finish to what's
been a great week."
Anyone wishing to get involved
in activism through art is encour-
aged by the Women's Centre to at-
tend a Women in Art workshop be-
ing held March 21.
Visit Laurier's Women's Centre
for more details or for any informa-
tionregarding Thursday's exhibits.
Sydney Helland
SHOW US YOUR BREASTS - Women's Art Show coordinators Nikki Edwards, Laura Hartley, Nikole Fraser, Amelia Martin show off their goods and
impressive art in the concourse on March Bth.
NIMS, Groupwise need upgrades
System changes and daylight savings time are to
blame for recent server problems, but ITS admits a
new e-mail system might soon be required
ASHLEY JANG
STAFF WRITER
Laurier's two e-mail systems,
Groupwise and NIMS, have not
been at their greatest performance
in the last few weeks. With multiple
shutdowns in Groupwise and log-
in difficulties and deleted e-mails
in NIMS, many students are far
from pleased.
According to Laurier's Informa-
tion Technology Services (ITS),
these problems are a result of re-
cent upgrades and time updates
for Daylight Savings Time, which
make it necessary for all servers to
be shut down.
"As part of the upgrades and the
daylight savings timechange, some-
times something has to be done to
all of the servers at the same time
because ifyou do something to one
server and bring it back in it causes
problems," said Carl Langford,
manager ofnetwork operations.
NIMS has seen its share of prob-
lems in the last few weeks and this
could be due to the fact that the sys-
tem is outdated.
"If we knew then what we know
today then we wouldn't have put
NIMS in, and as a result we're mak-
ing every attempt to move away
from NIMS," said John Kearney, di-
rector of ITS.
NIMS also faces capacity is-
sues with so many students on the
server. "Unlike other institutions
we have not put any quotas on the
NIMS e-mail," said Kearney. This
has allowed some students to have
very large volumes of e-mail while
others struggle withcapacity.
Capacity issues could be due to
the fact that the school population
has grown so much in recent years.
"Three years ago we were receiving
approximately 125,000 messages
per day.We are now receiving rou-
tinely 600,000 messages a day," said
Langford.
These e-mails have gone from
being 40 percent spam three years
ago to 80 percent spam today.
With both Groupwise and NIMS,
students often find that their e-
mails are getting "lost" and do not
reach their destination. According
to Langford, e-mails sometimes do
not get through the server's spam
filters because they come from
sites like Hotmail that are often
blacklisted.
As aresult of the many problems
that both systems have caused,
many students and faculty opt for
other e-mail systems.
Women's studies professor Vic-
toria Burke states that she does not
use Laurier e-mail because she is
not able to reply to or forward e-
mails from home due to a security
issue.
"No one at the Laurier Help Desk
knows how to install the security
certificate," said Burke.
Tori Banting, second-year Eng-
lish student, agrees. "I decided to
use another e-mail system because
Groupwise was giving me too many
problems. I wasn't receiving cer-
tain e-mails and I couldn't always
access it when I needed to."
ITS is doing what they can to
fix the problems that have been
occurring.
"I've put in a request for a sub-
stantial amount of money, close to
$400,000, for hardware, servers and
storage primarily to address these
e-mail issues," saidKearney.
In addition, Kearney stated that
there is an initiativeto move all stu-
dents onto Groupwise.
"Once we've got the capacity in
place, we can move the rest of the
students that are on NIMS and
make a concentrated effort to get
them onto Groupwise."
In order to allow for more stu-
dents to use the Groupwise system,
ITS hopes to upgrade to Groupwise
7 by September.
"We believe it will greatly in-
crease the stability as well as the
functionality of the e-mail system,
said Kearney. "If by chance we
don't see an improvement, then we
will be investigating a complete re-
placement because I don't think we
have any alternative."
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Fashion with
a conscience
Students raise money for homes in Guatemala
STEVE NILES
STAFF WRITER
Six Laurier students recently put on
a fashion show at Wilf's in order to
prove that students can be fashion-
able and socially conscious at the
same time.
As part of a project for a women
and social justice class, the organiz-
ers were required to put on a show
to raise awareness for a social con-
cern oftheir choice. Entitled "Brick
by Brick: Fashion Meets Activism,"
the show was the brainchild of two
classmates.
Sylvia Ferreira immediately
thought of a fashion show and
teamed withAmy Rosborough who
sought to assist the people of Gua-
temala. The two said that the event
wasan unexpected blending oftheir
ideas. "It's not economical to run to
a third world country and save the
world, but choosing clothing that's
socially conscious is something we
can all do," saidFerreira.
Rosborough, who is travelling to
Guatemala in August, added that
she was glad to raise money for
the impoverished nation that is re-
building homes destroyed during
a devastating civil war and deadly
hurricanes in 2005.
Fellow group member Kelsey
Rose added that understand-
ing the implications of buying
clothes in North America carries
responsibilities.
"Students need to understand
the political and social ramifica-
tions ofbeing aWestern consumer,"
she said. Stephanie Falcitelli added
that the overall message ofthe night
was that, "You can still be fashion-
able while being informed."
The clothes were provided by lo-
cal business Loop Clothing, owned
and operated by Laurier graduate
AlnoorKeshvani. He explained that
not only are his clothes unique, they
are guaranteed non-sweatshop.
"None of my clothes are mass
produced," he said. "There's sub-
stance to the brand, there's a story
behind every piece ... we're not
GAP."
Models Christina Aiello and Eric
Labadie said that despite the ex-
pected nervousness, "It's for a good
cause, and it's good people... I'm
glad to help out," saidLabadie.
"Everyone was so enthusiastic, it
made it fun," added Aiello.
Sydney Helland
FASHION MEETS CHARITY - Models celebrate after a successful evening.
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• Canada's lowest airfares for students
• Exclusive selection of student travel options
It's that simple.
Here's what we hope you understand... you own us. Surprised? Don't be. Basically what it means is that our business
mandate is to make sure that we offer students the best deals available. We have over 35 years ofexperience at this and if
you want to save money and be able to choose from Canada's largest selection of student travelproducts, come and see us
first.
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WCRI offers a variety of student housing styles,
including 1, 2, 3, and 4 bedroom apartments and
dormitory-style residence rooms.
Apply now for Spring (residence rooms only)
and Fall 2007.
You can't get better than this!
Benefits from choosing WCRI:
- Minutes walk from WLU campus,
- Lower than market fees,
- On-site laundry and maintenance,
- Regular organized social events,
- And much more.
W€M: A wh@l(§ vmw way t© Iwm
together!
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GCCa success
Laurier played host to its first ever Global Citizenship Conference over the
weekend and, by all accounts, it was a complete success. The three-day
event featured 55 contributors and was attended by over 250 delegates.
The conference also drew a crowd of over 1,500 people to see Stephen
Lewis's keynote address. And while those attendance numbers are fantas-
tic for any conference, the fact that the function was organized entirely by
students is perhaps more impressive.
Students, inspired by what they learned in class, took it upon them-
selves to organize a conference that addressed particularly relevant and
pertinent issues like environmental change, economics and global poli-
tics. They arranged funding from a variety of sources and partnered with
other groups, like Laurier Students Public InterestResearch Group, which
co-presented An Evening withStephen Lewis.
The event was well-promoted, receiving coverage in the Record, the
Waterloo Chronicle, and 570 News, as well as having posters displayed
throughout the school.
But more than just being a well-organized and well-attended event, the
GCC serves a fine example of the type of events that should be held at an
academic institution. The panels explored abstract concepts and featured
differentpoints ofview, all helping to create an enlightening and thought-
provoking environment for the attending delegates. And enlightening ex-
periences seem to be few and far between on university campuses.
The attendance and reaction that the GCC garnered is a testament to
the need and desire for this type of academic event, further evidenced by
the fact that Mobile, a high-profile pop-punk band, was cancelled from
appearing at the Turret the verysame week due to little interest.
It's a great sign for our school and community when people are more ex-
cited about discussing the AIDS pandemic in Africa than attending a rock
show, even if it was a fundraiser. Not only does it speak to Waterloo's in-
creasing role on the international stage, but it also encourages more events
of a similar nature.
The organizers ofthe Global Citizenship Conference should be proud of
what they accomplished - a well-organized and well-attended event that
sparked interest, fostered debate and informed attendees.
The Global Citizenship Conference of 2008 sure has a lot to live up to,
but if this year's success is any indication, it will exceed the expectations.
Teaching notbackup
Only 2.5 percent of applicants to
Laurier's new Faculty of Education
will be accepted into the program.
That leaves a whole bunch of peo-
ple seeking other options, which
may have been part ofthe problem
in the first place.
Over 2,700 people applied to
Laurier's program, one which is in
its first year of existence and has no
proven track record or references.
So why so many applicants? Lau-
rier will be offering a professional
development model and its low
acceptance numbers will ensure
top-quality students, but its high
application numbers are indica-
tive of somethinghappening across
Canada.
Faced with no other options after
completing their undergraduate
degree, students are opting for an
easy solution: applying to teachers'
college. It allows them to refrain
from joining the "real world" and
provides an easy leap to theirfuture
career move... theoretically. Except
that most people coming out of
teachers' college aren't able to find
full-time employment because so
many other students have made
the same choice.
Choosing teachers college as
your plan for the future when you
have no other option is doing a dis-
service toyourself and to those who
genuinely want to be teachers and
have dreamed of it for years.
By not forcing yourself to dig
deep and find outwhat it isyou tru-
ly want to do with your life, you're
ensuring that you'll end up in a ca-
reer that you don't really love. And
the last thing our education system
needs are teachers who don'tcare.
These unsigned editorials were agreed upon by at least two-thirds ofThe
Cord's editorial board and do not necessarily reflect the views ofThe Cord's
volunteers, staffor WLUSP.
Opinion
It's all aboutbalance
Brandon Currie finds the moral of his Laurier
story at the bottom of a non-fat latte
BRANDON CURRIE
PRODUCTION MANAGER
I've spent a lot of time wonder-
ing how to write a column that
sums up my six-year experience at
Laurier.
It's in the back of my mind as I
eat my high-fibre breakfast every
morning, sipping espresso and
watching CBC Newsworld, even-
tually kissing my girlfriend good-
bye and heading off to class nice
and early to preserve my staunch
record of punctuality and perfect
attendance.
I'm still pondering after school
when I'm at the gym or out for a
run in Waterloo Park, before I ven-
ture to the grocery store with my
reusable canvas bags to spend
way too much time comparing
nutritional information.
I think about it the most at
night, when I'm usually at home
cooking a healthy dinner for two
and catching up on course read-
ing or my beloved Economist, and
especially right before I go to bed
at areasonable time.
But it wasn't until a trip to a
übiquitous local coffee shop that I
realized my epiphany was right in
front of me all along: I've become
one of those guys who orders a
triple grande, non-fat, extra-hot
latte. Just another foamy-brained
yuppie paying too. much for his fix,
you might fairly accuse. But burn-
ing into my well-moisturized hand
was the culmination of my under-
graduate experience, trapped as it
is inside a grad student's body.
Indulge an old man while he
drones on.
See, in first year I was a diehard
fan of the double-double. I could
down a couple of those sugary
dairy bombs every day, and have
the resultant back fat to prove
it. Coupled with cigarettes and
chocolate chip muffins, my usual
morning trio was an affront to nu-
tritionists everywhere. High in fat,
calories and hubris, it epitomized
my freshman attitude towards life
when I was invincible. Nothing
was in moderation and the only
exercise I'd get was when I had to
sprint to hand in an assignment
on time.
A glass ofwine with friends is nice
enough without going to Phil's to
have drinks spilled on me by some
girl her friends call "Smashley."
Sleeping through 1 pm class-
es, eating Harvey's 3.5 times per
week, smelling like booze even
when I wasn't at the bar, and be-
ing a naive leftistwere some other
favourite activities in the heady
times of my youth.
Those were the days, as they
wistfully say, except theyweren't.
Once you get out in the world, as
I did through a student exchange,
you quicklyrealize that Canadians
know nothing about coffee. Euro-
peans, for all their smoking and
strange hairstyles, are on to some-
thing with this espresso thing.
When you notice your body
profile starting to resemble that of
apear andyou getwinded walking
upstairs in the Arts building, you
begin to wonder just what you're
doing to your body that might
render you waddling and wheezy
later in life.
The morning, once described
to me by a worried friend as "you
know, the time that birds tweet
and shit," really is a delightful time
ofday when getting up early isn't a
Herculean struggle but an oppor-
tunity to get stuff done.
Then there's "going out," that
standard social lubricant so vague
but so vital to undergrad student
life. Yep, prettymuch useless now.
A glass of wine with friends or a
social event is nice enough with-
out going to Phil's to have drinks
spilled on me by some girl her
friends call "Smashley."
And finally, though most of us
already know that we tend to be-
come more conservative as we
age, it feels good
not to be a na-
scentcommunist
anymore. Cen-
tre-leftish, I sup-
pose I'd describe
myself, but with
a definite belief
in free markets and small govern-
ment. The old me would be hor-
rified that I'm considering voting
Conservative in the next federal
election, but the whole point is
that I'm weighing my options to
try and make a balanced choice.
It might sound like it, but this
process isn't about selling out,
having less fun or losing touch
with your values. It's about ma-
turing, progressing, growing up
and thinking about the future - a
fundamental shift in how you see
yourself in the world.
That's what I've worked for six
years and spent over $50,000 to
achieve. And finally, for the first
time in my university career, it
feels like it's worth it.
Sow Joslin
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Letters to the Editor
Judging Unfair
I was at Wilf's last night for the
band competition and am disap-
pointed in the judges for over-
looking the talent portion of the
competition and instead basing
their votes on popularity. Tyler is
a good-looking, well-known guy,
but his band is nowhere near the
skill level of Will Currie and the
Country French. I would even say
that the last band, the Unibrows,
were more original and had a bet-
ter sound than the winning band.
I would love to see how the
judges scored each band, because
it seems impossible that Will Cur-
rie and the Country French could
lose if there were any marks for
talent or originality.
The judges should make their
way over to the music building
so we can teach them what good
rhythm, pitch and uniformity
within a band are, so the next time
they are in a judging capacity they
will be fully equipped to recognize
talent when theyhear it.
-Christine Ruffo
NOI is Islamic
I am a Muslim and a member of
the Nation of Islam. Just wanted
to comment on this article. IfI un-
derstand the question correctly, I
believe it is asking if the Nation of
Islam is Islamic. How can you ask
such a wonderful question with-
out giving the reader the basic
criteria which would be helpful in
understanding what it means to
be Islamic?
With Islam being divided into
different ideologies and schools
of thought throughout the world
based on different perceptions
of The Holy Qur'an and the Sun-
nah of The Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him), to single
out the NOI is rather shady.
If the members of the Nation of
Islam strive each day to bear wit-
ness by their works and actions
that there is No God But Allah
and that Muhammad is His Mes-
senger, if theykeep up charity and
pay the poor rate, if they believe
in fasting, caring for those in need
and if they wake up every single
day with the desire to submit their
wills to do The Will of Allah, then
Allah and His Messenger alone
are worthy of judging whether the
NOI is "Islamic."
Given the fact that Prophet Mu-
hammad himself stated that three
generations after him would not
be of him, perhaps the more rel-
evant question would be istoday's
Islam as a whole still Islamic? The
easy answer is: no. The more com-
plicated answer is: maybe one
day.
-Ledelle Muhammad
Chicago, Illinois
Curious Faith
Writing in the March 7, 2007
Cord, Kathryn Flynn asks, "Why
are Christian leaders not saying,
'We respect the right of the docu-
mentarians to do their work, but
feel their discoveries are not, in
fact, the tomb of Jesus Christ and
therefore draw no conclusions
pertinent to Christianity?'"
That's a good question and
points to the sort of attitude
Christians ought to have. Citing
one Christian leader, i.e., a rep-
resentative for the Holy Synod of
the Church of Greece, is not suf-
ficient, however, to suggest that
Christians and many oftheir lead-
ers are not saying just this. Many
Christians have already spoken to
this effect.
Christians are some of the most
curious people the world has ever
known! The whole scientific enter-
prise ofWestern culture and soci-
ety has deep roots in the Christian
faith. For many Christians, the
reason for their interest in various
archeological claims about Jesus
is because they feel it does touch
the heart of their faith.
After all, the Apostle Paul wrote
in I Corinthians 15:12-19 "Now
if Christ is proclaimed as raised
from the dead, how can some of
you say there is no resurrection of
the dead? If there is no resurrec-
tion of the dead, then Christ has
not been raised; and ifChrist has
not been raised, then our procla-
mation has been in vain. We are
even found to be misrepresent-
ing God, because we testified of
God that he raised Christ - whom
he did not raise if it is true that
the dead are not raised. For if the
dead are not raised, then Christ
has not been raised. If Christ has
not been raised, your faith is fu-
tile and you are still in your sins.
Then those also who have died in
Christ have perished. If for this life
only we have hoped in Christ, we
are ofall people most to be pitied"
(NRSV).
Have you noticed that every
Eastertide, there is a widespread,
popular and heightened interest
in some sort of "Jesus bashing" It
smacks of a conspiracy between
the ghosts of Voltaire and Ni-
etzsche, a dream come true for
Richard Dawkins. Happy Easter,
everyone!
-Graham E. Morbey,
Chaplain
Congrats LSFL
After three years of excellent com-
munity outreach, Laurier Stu-
dents for Literacy surpassed all
expectations. March 10 marked
an important event where LSFL
incorporated the environment
and ecological literacy into their
educational outreach efforts.
LSFL hosted Frank Glew and
the Mad Scientist inspiring a
new generation of environmen-
tal enthusiasts. LSFL's dedicated
volunteers have proven why this
university sets a new standard
for progressive environmental
education in Ontario.
When one witnesses the com-
mitment, compassion, and posi-
tive energy that this program
shares with children in our com-
munity, it is truly education in
action.
Congratulations to the organiz-
ers and the supporters... another
wonderful year of leading by
example.
-Catherine Fife
Trustee, Waterloo Region District
School Board
Violent Games
Violence in video games is a
prominent topic in the media,
but how many issues are raised
over the violence content in war-
themed video games?While video
game content is scrutinized when
violence is depicted in city streets,
how much scrutiny actually oc-
curs over war-themed violence?
The purpose" of a video game is
to entertain while simulating a
clearly divided line between real-
ity and virtual reality. However,
the themes associated with vio-
lent war video games seem to be
increasingly characteristic of the
real-life occurrences of war.
A video game entitled Ameri-
ca's Army is one ofthe top five war-
themed video games that designs
players to simulate combat, as-
sign military missions, and climb
the hierarchy in the army. The
interesting thing about this game
is that the US Military funded $7
million towards its development.
By the end of 2005, the game had
over five million registered users.
The war in Iraq has potentially
contributed to an increase of re-
cruitment ads and propaganda
for the government-setting agen-
das in the United States. As well,
a new batch of Canadian Armed
Forces commercials has hit the
airwaves that promote Canadian
military recruitment through
violence, hence the tagline:
"fight" Realism is also affected by
glorified images of war portrayal,
an example found in the video
game Gears of War. However, to
pull this and other war games off
the shelves is unrealistic and to
suggest so is also absurd; they are
entertaining, profit-making, ad-
dictive recreations.
As students, we have a voice
and the ability to express the is-
sues about war-themed video
game violence. Have the themes
of war video games come dan-
gerously close to mimicking the
real tragedies of war? The is-
sue of realism concerns those of
war and their portrayal in video
games when lines are crossed and
boundaries become blurred. Pub-
lic awareness for this issue is the
key if we are to understand this
exponential growth in military
and governmentrecruitment.
-Melanie Reiffenstein
Letters Policy:
All letters to the editor must be signed arid
submitted with the author's name, student
identification number, and telephone number.
Letters must be received by 12:00pm Monday
viaemail to letters@cordweekly.comor
throughour website at www.cordweekly.com.
Letters must not exceed 350 words.
The Cord reserves the right to editany letter
forbrevity and clarity. Spellingand grammar
will be corrected. TheCord reserves the right
to reject any letter, in whole or in part.The Cord
reserves the right to not publish material that
is deemed to be libelous or in contravention
with the Cord's Code ofEthics or journalistic
standards.
Visible minority
racist term: UN
Name implies that' whiteness' is considered norm
JEREMY TREMBLAY
ON THE VERGE
Ten years from now, on Canada's
150th birthday, Statistics Canada
predicts that visible minorities will
make up over 50 percent of Toron-
to's and Vancouver's populations.
Canada has long proclaimed itself
multicultural, and although we
have hit bumps along the way, it
seems we're still managing to head
in the right direction in terms of
visible minorities.
Or so we thought. A report issued
last week by the United Nations
Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination has recom-
mended that Canada cease to use
the term "visible minority"; the
term itself is racist.
While it would be foolish to say
that Canada is perfectly multicul-
tural and it is 100 percent free of
Ifwe drop the term and replace it
with nothing, racism will not cease
to exist in Canada. Itwill become an
issue swept further under the rug.
discrimination and prejudice, the
committee's recommendation is
nothing short of a joke. Rather than
pointing out wrongs and concerns
regarding racism in Canada, it has
given us a report criticizing the
term "visible minority."
The committee didn't even rec-
ommend a term to replace "visible
minorities." We've been left on our
own to figure that one out. Fully
equal people of non-Caucasian
descent who can be recognized as
such with ease, perhaps?
"The use ofthe term," begins Pat-
rick Thornberry, a British professor
of international law as quoted by
UN note-takers, "[seems] to some-
how indicate that 'whiteness' [is]
the standard, all others differing
from that being visible."
If Canada is not to identify and
define the factors contributing, or
potentially contributing, to racial
discrimination, how will we know
it does not occur? The term, de-
fined in the federal Employment
Equity Act as "persons, other than
Aboriginal people, who are non-
Caucasian in race or non-white in
colour," does not have a history of
discriminatory use and is used to
prevent discrimination.
Or perhaps the recommenda-
tion aims to eliminate a term for
this group, and the notion of "this
group," entirely. After all, it is true
that the term "visible minority"
does highlight a group of people
who aren't white. However, this
means no longer doing anything
about racism. Monitoring racism,
affirmative action, and other pro-
grams designed to benefit Cana-
da's so-called mosaic all become
impossible.
If we drop the term and replace
it with nothing, racism will not
cease to exist in Canada. Maybe it
will become an issue swept further
under the rug, or maybe it will just
be forgotten about entirely. To let
this happen would be unjust and
would counteract diversity, which
we continually claim to value.
As the recom-
mendations of the
committee are not
binding, Canada
is free to act as it
wishes. That being
the case, our gov-
ernment should
not rush to waste
time and money changing the
term "visible minority" each time
it appears to a newly minted term
deemed appropriate.
Instead, let's work against *eal
concerns of racism. Who's making
noise, trying to stop the media's
potentially racist portrayal of (yes,
here it comes) visible minorities?
The UN committee seemed to miss
last June's arrest of 17 Canadian
Muslims on terroristsuspicions and
the media's response, which Robert
Fisk, Middle East correspondent
for the UK's The Independent, de-
scribed as "an orgy of finger-point-
ing that mustreduce the chances of
any fair trial and, at the same time,
sow fear in the hearts of the coun-
try's more than 700,000 Muslims."
While Canada may be wellahead
of much ofthe world in terms ofra-
cial harmony, we still have wrongs
to right. The term "visible minori-
ties," however, isn't one ofthem.
letters@cordweekly. com
Contributed Photo
INVISIBLE MINORITIES? - New name needed for smaller segments of
the population that may or may not be visibly different.
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F-word is justas
hurtful as n-word
'Faggot' was met with applause at American Conservative Union convention
WALEED HAFEEZ
COMMUNITY EDITORIAL BOARD
My mother always told me never to
use the word "hate." She believed
that using the word only incited
more hatred. I think thatmy mother
has never been more correct. Nev-
ertheless, my aim in writing this is
not to incite hatred, but to entice
discussion and involvement.
If you havefi't heard of the re-
cent controversy regarding Ann
Coulter's use of the word "faggot," I
think it's time you do.
At a recent American Conserva-
tive Union convention, Ann Coul-
ter decided to use that word to de-
scribe Democrat Presidential-Can-
didate John Edwards. Of course,
her use of the word was immedi-
ately showered with applause and
laughter - the most appropriate
response, I'ril sure. But once word
got out that she had addressed the
potential commander-in-chief in
such a way, there was outrage from
all sides. Democrats and Republi-
cans all criticized Coulter for using
a term so demeaning and hurtful.
Since then, Coulter - never one to
keep her opinions to her self - has
stayed out of the limelight, refus-
ing to make any comments on her
statements.
Like I said, Coulter has never
been shy of voicing her opinions,
many of which have helped in
making her the best-selling author
that she is. Although ridiculous and
sometimes amazingly stupid, her
views are respected by thousands
of people. From prior Internet chat-
ter, she was even toted to be a pres-
idential candidate at some future
point. If that were to ever happen,
I'd pretty much give up on the idea
of democracy and would happily
become a monk somewhere in the
Himalayas herding goats and sheep
and telling them about the sad state
ofhumanity.
More than what she said though,
what really pissed me off was the
applause and laughter of her audi-
ence, something I feel is even more
damaging and insulting than her
words. The fact that the word "fag-
got" was used at a political conven-
tion, where supposedly the possi-
ble leaders ofthe Free World gather
and discuss issues that affect us all
is what saddens me the most. Then
I started to delve a little deeper
- YouTube tends to have that effect
on me.
I started thinking about why
"faggot" was acceptable for her to
say, at least immediately. There
was not one boo, not one objection
at the use of the word. There was a
gasp, then laughter and applause.
What would happen had she used
then-word to describe presidential
candidate Barack Obama? I doubt
there would have been any laugh-
ter or applause, at least not out loud
(let's not forget this is theAmerican
Conservative Union we're talk-
ing about). I'm sure if she had ad-
dressed anyone with that vile term,
the public would have Kramer'd her
bony ass. Hell, even this newspaper
refused to print then-word in its
entirety but was perfectly fine with
printing the Word "faggot"; a reflec-
tion Of the sad staite of the world as
reflected by my point above.
The struggle by African-Ameri-
cans is much older and more in-
tense than that of the queer com-
munity. In my opinion, they have
also made more headway than the
queer community. So maybe after
a few decades, or perhaps another
century of struggle, we too would
be afforded the luxury of a shudder
when the word "faggot" is used.
Until then, I guess, we just have
to press on, and hopefully instil the
idea that the word is not equivalent
to "stupid," or "lame," or "asshole."
We should just suck it up and ignore
the use of the word, right? Wrong!
The longer we allow the word to be
used, the longer it will be - basic
laws of supply and demand.
The next time you or someone
you know uses the word "faggot,"
think about it a little more. Would
you replace it with then-word and
still say it out loud? Probably not, so
stay away. It's just as hurtful, and
justas hateful. Like my wise mother
said, hate only incites more hate.
Waleed Hafeez is member ofWLU's
Rainbow Centre.
letters@cordweekly.com
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TIGHT-LiPPED - Ann Coulter dropped the f-bomb to describe Democrat
John Edwards but has refused to comment on the incident.
Student athletes should
focus on education
If a sports career doesn't pan out, undergrads will need their schooling
DON MORGENSON
ACADEMIC PERSPECTIVE
Through nearly 50 years university
teaching, I have studied with many
fine student-athletes.
I have thrilled at their athletic
prowess, cheered them in victory
and supported them in defeat. I
have also enjoyed teaching them in
the classroom as we shared an in-
tellectual journey.
And as I am very "long in the
tooth," people often ask me how
varsity sports and our scholar-ath-
letes have changed.
Before offering an opinion, I ad-
mit as a swimmerand high jumper,
there were never the expectations
of participation in "big-time, big-
moneyed sports" for the likes of
me.
I have loved sports of all kinds,
however, and began to commit
what talent I had to swimming and
track and field teams while in high
school.
How I remember swimming
those wretchedly boring lengths
from early fall through the winter;
or in the spring's early thaws we
would hit the cinder path, stir the
sawdust in the pit and practice our
versions of the Eastern or Western
rolls (no "flops" allowed in those
days).
Through all of these concentrat-
ed effort, however, all the hours de-
voted to perfecting the back crawl
or high jump, I always thought of
myself as a full-time student and a
part-time athlete.
At university, my friends on both
the track and swimming teams at-
tended classes studying English,
pre-med or business whilecontinu-
ing to take part in varsity athletics.
The sacrifices involved were of-
ten frustrating yet they were also
intensely satisfying and speaking
personally, very important forma-
tive experiences.
We discovered our intellectual
passions, and with luck, our life's
work in the classroom and the
laboratory.
I have many concerns about our
"scholar/student-athletes" today.
Athletic participation seems to re-
quire an enduring, full-time com-
mitment, particularly in the more
visible sports - football, basketball,
hockey and baseball.
Athletes attend spring/summer
camps, they mentor the young,
often working year-round to hoile
their skills, making themselves
more competitive, so they can bet-
ter impress the recruiters haunting
high school/university gridirons,
ice rinks, hardwoods, and baseball
diamonds.
The pressures on our student-
athletes are great and some young
men and women competently jug-
gle it all. Confirming such, a recent
study sponsored by the National
Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) drew troubling conclu-
sions: in a recent run for the Final
Four basketball championships,
data collected from university cam-
When I watch my student-athletes
put so much into their sport, I worry
about what may happen to their
grade point averages.
puses suggest that in many ofthe 16
men's basketball teams remaining
in contention, there was no match
between players' athletic prowess
and academic achievement.
In fact, at many ofthe 16universi-
ties, varsity basketball players grad-
uated at a rate significantly lower
than that for all male athletes; and
at some universities, though they
were seniors, no basketball players
graduated!
Certainly there were no or few
comparable pressures during my
years at university.
I attended a small liberal arts
university in southern Minnesota
and there, I am sure, I received the
best education the school could
possibly offer.
I did enjoy athletic competition
and graduated without making
academic sacrifices because of my
athletic involvement.
The courses I took were rarely
limited by having to block out
whole afternoons so as to not con-
flict with practices.
And on afternoons when we had
biology/chemistry labs we simply
arrived late for practice or such a
commitment prohibited working
out those days. And I remember
no severe chastisements from my
coaches.
My proposed career - biology
teacher - continued to be my most
important goal.
It was a career in
the making during
my four years at
university.
I wonder about
such an ordering
of priorities today.
What drives stu-
dents today to make such tremen-
dous sacrifices for sports, sacrifices
unnecessary when I was swimming
or high jumping? Perhaps it is in
part a function of televised sport
now saturating ourlives.
Maybe youngsters dream of
scoring the winning touchdown, or
scoring a "Kobe Bryant three-point-
er" at the buzzer or scoring the win-
ning overtime goal in a Stanley Cup
series.
Perhaps the attraction is the
enormous salaries given to many
professional athletes, salaries con-
sidered by many to be obscene.
Of course, the system works well
for those who are gifted but what of
those who compete yet are not cho-
sen? Does participation in major
varsity sports prepare young men
and women for success in other
careers?
We used to believe or hope such
was true, but in today's fiercely
competitive, focused ability-driven
job market, many of us have grave
doubts about character-building
and athletic participation.
Very simply, the number ofben-
efits may be diminishing. When
I watch my student-athletes put
so much into their sport, I worry
about what may happen to their
grade point averages, or when
pro scouts overlook these young
men/women.
Maybe they are more philosoph-
ical about their careers than I, but
1 have seen my students crestfallen
when they reflect on four/five years
of deep commitment to the game
and the CFL scouts ignore their
potential.
Student-athletes todaymustcon-
centrate on achieving an education,
which prepares them for entry into
any type of career.
What they may have gleaned
from participating on the ice rink,
basketball court, or football grid-
iron will complement what they
have learned in the classroom. To-
gether, the combined experiences
can fulfill their lives in very rich
ways, but the balance between a
commitment to sport and a com-
mitment to the classroom must
faithfully be maintained.
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Seven WLU
wonders
With the actual wonders up for re-evaluation,
Steve Niles selects his top seven Laurier marvels
STEVE NILES
DEVIL'S ADVOCATE
On July 7, 2007, the New Open
World Corporation (NOWC) will
announce the "New Seven Won-
ders of the World." Because six of
the seven original wonders of the
worldhave been lost, it is apparent-
ly time to create a new list. The can-
didates include the only remaining
original wonder in the Pyramids
of Giza, the Great Wall of China,
the big faces on Easter Island, and
the big Jesus in Brazil that Homer
Simpson so eloquently described
as "sitting on the dashboard of the
whole country."
As the world takes stock of our
wonders and casts votes online for
the new list, it is time for students
here at Laurier to take stock of our
seven wonders.
1. Dr. Donald Morgenson
Dr. Morgenson is on this list as
a wonder for more than the obvi-
ous wonder of how he is still going.
I had Dr. Morgenson for first-year
psychology, and although I rarely
went, he left a lasting impression
on me. I can recall the time that he
told us his war stories, but never
quite identified what war he fought
in. SecondWorld War? The Crimea?
Inreality, I'm pretty sure he fought
with the Spartans at Thermopylae.
Have you seen the preview for the
film, 3001 I'm pretty sure Dr. Mor-
genson is the guy who kicks that
other dude down that big hole.
As a testament to this man's stay-
ing power on this campus, I can
tell you that both my brother and
I had Dr. Morgenson for first-year
psych, although two years apart.
Not impressed? My father had Dr.
Morgenson for first-year psych,
too. While I'm not going to tell you
how old my father is, I will tell you
that he graduated from Waterloo
Lutheran.
2. Grief, Death and Dying
Trivia question: what is the only
class that appears on the Wilf's
menu? The correct answer: Grief,
Death and Dying. This class is so
notoriously easy that it is compared
to the deliciousness that is the Sea-
gram's Drive Wrap. I can remember
taking this class, writing two opin-
ion papers, three multiple choice
quizzes, and logging into WebCT
on a bi-weekly basis to collect my
solid B+. If you have yet to take this
class, cut this article out and you'll
thank yourself later.
3. The Golden Hawk
In order ofthe biggest things ever,
it goes The Beatles, Jesus and The
Hawk. Have you ever wondered ex-
actly what a golden hawk is? Well,
it isn't even a real animal. Golden
Hawk refers to a type of Studebaker
car, a software company and a Ca-
nadian fighter-jet acrobatic team
(think blue-angels but crappier).
Apparently it's good enough for
our mascot, although referring to
yourself as a Canadian military jet
seems to be a certain way to ensure
crashing and burning.
When the Hawk was removed
from the floor of the Hall of Fame,
response was loud. Estimates for
the cost of reinstating the Hawk
have ranged from $20 to $75 thou-
sand. Despite the cost, some stu-
dents seem to think the benefit is
worth the cost. Students hate pay-
ing a $2 green fee that beautifies
our campus and protects the envi-
ronment, but laying out $75 grand
for floor tiles is no biggie.
4. The Seminary
Thanks to their link to Jesus, the
seminary comes in just ahead of
the Hawk in order of biggest things
ever. Our school is home to the first
Lutheran seminary in Canada, and
a small plaque outside mentions
this. For the few students thatknew
about that, I'm sure there are even
fewer that know exactly what goes
on in the seminary.
Apparently, you can get a degree
at Laurier to become a Lutheran
minister. Who knew... you don't
exactly meet these guys at Phil's
on a Friday night. Maybe you'll
have a tutorial in there, but that's
it. The seminary makes one wonder
what the heck is going on in there
anyways.
5. The Tunnels
Here's another littlebit ofLaurier
lore for you all. Everyone knows
about the tunnels beneath the Arts
building that connect it to the Pe-
ters and Schlegel buildings, but did
you know that the tunnels connect
to the library?
These tunnels can most certainly
be considered a wonder ofLaurier.
In fact, these tunnels are so dank
that they almost seem like they can
be on the original list of the Seven
Wonders of the World. They're old,
decaying and nobody knows jack
about how or why they were built.
They also have a nice sand-yellow
colour, probably because theywere
made from pieces of the other six
wonders that have disappeared.
6. IEI
"There is a room at Laurier/They
call it IEI/And it's been the ruin of
many a poor boy/And God, I know,
I'm one." Sing this to the tune of
"House of the Rising Sun" and
you'll know exacdy what I mean. I
can imagine back in the day when
this school had about three build-
ings and this was "the" lecture hall.
This thing is so old, the graffiti on
the desks that say Zeppelin Rules
were written the day their second
album came out. I'm sure if you
look hard enough, you'll find mark-
ings that say "Impeach Roosevelt"
or "Beethoven 4 Life." I wrote a
three-hour exam here once, and
by the end of it, my ass was so sore
only the pain of domination-by-
exam took my mind off it.
7. Shinerama
One special day every year, locals
are privileged to see first-years run-
ning around, dodging traffic and
trying to collect money. And I'm
not talking about the poor kid on
St. Patrick's Day; I'm talking about
Shinerama. Although many schools
raise money for cystic fibrosis, we
are the kings when it comes to rais-
ing money. Ever year, it seems as
though we set a new national re-
cord, breaking whatever we set the
year prior.
I can remember my first year,
running around like a fool, beg-
ging for a stranger's money, and
basically being a well-dressed and
fed homeless person. Plus, with the
torrent of wannabe Weird Als and
their Shinerama-themed remixes
to popular music, it's an unforget-
table day. Shinerama is truly some-
thing that puts Laurier on the map
and will probably keep us there for
years to come.
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You're graduating with a degree, but many employers want specialized skills and experience. Our postgrad
Engineering Technology
programs take your theoretical knowledge and let you apply it. In a hands-on learning environment, with our gF C
Fashion network of contacts that lead to work placements - 9 out of 10 within six months - you'll get transferable skills j| he r
Health Science that lead to jobs. We also offer fast-track programs so that you can earn a full 2-3 year diploma in less than a year. 1
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Hospitality & Tourism Management Call us today to find out about an information session. We'll help you get in the door ahead of the crowd.
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